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A Family of Friends - Developing the Cornerstones of Africa’s Next Generation

 This past April over the Easter weekend we held our annual 4 day re-
union for our Alumni – the graduates of our Leadership Academies and Ekitan-
galla High School. It’s a time when we renew our relationships with each other, 
revisit the principles we hold in common, reflect on our vision and conduct 
various workshops that help our young people as they navigate through their 
life transitions. The theme of this year’s retreat was “The Kingdom of God” - 
and in this newsletter we continue to reflect on that theme. 

Our ‘family of friends’ is composed of people coming from all of the 40+ differ-
ent tribes and religious denominations – in this region.  We are a community 
that finds its common ground for unity and reconciliation around the principles, 
precepts and person of Jesus.  And, we seek to create a movement of servant 
leaders through out this entire region of Africa. 

Some say this is a very lofty and audacious vision. (Audacious meaning: bold, 
daring, maybe a little bit risky and perhaps over-ambitious.)  In fact if it was 
something that we just dreamed up ourselves – we could rightly be accused of 
being overly ambitious - for aspiring to such an audacious vision. But we have 
never thought of it to merely be the bright idea of a the first few people who 
started what has become Cornerstone today.  Rather, the vision comes directly 
from what we understand to be the plans and purpose of God for humanity – 
as revealed in the message and ideas of Jesus. 

And so the underlying foundation for all we are doing is simply to promote 
in the people and communities of our region the values embodied in Jesus’ 
vision that the “Kingdom of God would come on earth...as it is in heaven.” 
These are values such as harmony, reconciliation, unity, order, purity, justice, 
wholeness and personal transformation – that leads to social transformation.  

One of the differences with those who have a Kingdom of God paradigm 
is that their view of the scope of God’s agenda for our planet does not stop 
with individual redemption or as it is popularly known “personal salvation.”    
Those who have embraced Jesus’ vision see it as extending beyond just per-
sonal redemption to include World Redemption -  on all fronts:  economically, 
socially, politically, artistically, intellectually - all supported by a new spiri-
tual realization of the brotherhood of man under the fatherhood of God.   
 
In our programs, our approach begins with teachings and immersion in a new 
culture that leads toward the individual, spiritual transformation of young 
people - while equipping them with formal education, leadership principles, 
character development and life skills.  Thereafter, we help them to pursue  
their individual missions and dreams in various fields while keeping them 
linked together in ‘a life-long brotherhood and sisterhood’ - of ‘men of in-
tegrity and women of virtue’ that will bring the values of the Kingdom of  
God into their communities, into their nation and into the world. 

So we in Cornerstone, in our small way, are trying to be the forerunners – 
the pioneers of that divine order which inevitably is coming. The pioneers 
are already appearing among us. These are “kingdom people” who can 
look beyond the narrow interest of self, denomination, immediate family, 
clan, tribe or even nation – to see the Kingdom - and work for it’s fulfill-
ment on earth.  Tim’s article on the back explores this theme further.
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Location

Head Office:
Plot 37 Acacia Avenue
P.O. Box 9242
Kampala - Uganda

Program Overview

Leadership Schools:
Uganda
   -CLA Boys, Nakasongola
   -CLA Girls, Jakana Matuga
   -Primary, Nakasongola
   -Secondary, Nakasongola
Rwanda
   -CLA, Rwamagana 

Youth Corps Homes:
Uganda
   -Ntinda girls, Kampala
   -Makerere boys, Kampala
   -Bukesa boys, Kampala
   -Mengo girls, Kampala
   -Lunguja girls, Kampala
   -Kibuli boys, Kampala
   -Sorority house, Kampala
   -Gulu Girls
   -Gulu Boys
   -Lira Girls
   -Lira Boys
Sudan - Juba
Tanzania - Dar es Salaam
Rwanda - Kigali
Burundi - Bujumbura

Projects:
Ekitangala Ranch
   Nakasongola, Uganda
Community Development
   Nakasongola, Uganda
Wolves Soccer Program
   Kampala, Uganda
Widows Program
   Kampala, Uganda

Core Focus
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This newsletter/magazine 
is published quarterly 
for family and friends 
around the world by

Cornerstone Development

Our core focus is ‘youth lead-
ership development’ - so all the 
various programs we run serve 
this focus by providing a practi-
cal “training ground” where the 
graduates of the Academies can 
learn to serve and pass on to oth-

ers what they have received.

The Cornerstone Schools: The Cornerstone Leadership Academies(CLA) 
are “Advanced Level” boarding, high schools that aim at molding young people 
coming from poor backgrounds, but with high potential - into future leaders. A 
big part of the aims of this program is to teach young future leaders from various 
religious backgrounds and different tribes – to learn to live together as brothers 
and sisters – as part of a movement of men of integrity and women of virtue. 
In addition to the academic studies, the program involves a comprehensive dis-
cipleship program following the principles, precepts and person of Jesus. 
 We also teach this material in our Elementary and High schools that are open 
to the public. These schools have boarding facilities and accept students from all over 
the country, as well as catering to the local community.

The Brotherhood and Sisterhood :  Our schools are really just the 
beginning of a long-term relationship with these young people that continues 
on into University and beyond. Our vision/mission statement is:  To create a life 
long brotherhood & sisterhood of friends that will support each other in a movement of 
“men of integrity” and “women of virtue.” 
 This dream is steadily becoming a reality.  Most of these young people 
come from broken homes or grew up as orphans  so the ‘Cornerstone family’ 
often becomes their extended family. Many are in positions of leadership at 
their respective colleges and the university.  Others in more quiet ways are 
making a positive impact on those around them.   The long term potential to 
influence this nation is increasingly becoming evident as we see the maturity 
and commitment exhibited in the lives of these future leaders who have come 
up through our programs.   To maintain our relationships and commitment 
to the values we hold in common after the schools- we meet weekly through-
out the time they are in University, hold an annual retreat  on the ranch for all 
alumni and organize support groups for those that have begun working and 
starting families. 

Youth Corps Family:  This is a program that provides loving homes for 
homeless kids and also serves as a training ground for the young people who 
have graduated from our Leadership Academies and are involved in running 
the homes.   The homeless children get a place to sleep, a ‘family’ to belong to 
and are taught a better way to live – in line with the principles, precepts and 
person of Jesus.  We also have homes for older guys/girls in university to live 
together, and to learn to love each other and grow spiritually.

See more online:   www.CornerstoneDevelopment.org

INDEX

some explanations for the unaquainted:

Introductory thoughts

How To Be: Charity

Focus on: CLA Rwanda

Cornerstone Schools

Brotherhood & Sisterhood

Pictorial Poster

3.
4.
6.
8.

12.

14.

21.

19.
1.

OF THINGS YOU 
WILL FIND IN THE 
FOLLOWING PAGES

Youth Corps Updates

New Developments

Cornerstone Projects

Visitor Profile

Thoughts from Tim

20.

24.



S
A

M
U

EL
 B

IR
O

N
D

W
A

3

Ho
w 
to
 b
e : • Despite being the youngest and least financially 

blessed contestant  - try to become the Guild Presi-
dent (the Student Body President) of your Univer-
sity and actually WIN! 
• Believe that if God is with you - no one can 
stand in the way of your dream, no matter how 
small you may appear and no matter how big 
your challenges may appear.
• Enthusiastically wake up your grumpy room-
mates at 5 AM everyday for ‘morning prayers.’
• Give public addresses that inspire your audi-
ences and get them on their feet cheering
• Become totally immersed in the experience of 
each moment - like during worship - you find 
ways of extending songs far beyond their intend-
ed length!
• Be honest and straight forward in all situa-
tions… even if it does not immediately appear to 
your advantage. 
• At times you can be forgetful of leaving your 
personal belongings in random places... but you 
never forget God’s love for you and the beautiful 
woman  He created you to be!

CHARITY BYARUGABA

Charity is a girl who grew up in our Ntinda youth mentoring home. She was an orphan before she joined our family, and 
under the guidance of some of our wonderful female mentors - she blossomed into a very capable, Godly and beautiful 
young woman! She has always been very determined and has excelled in her school studies. Recently she ran for the highest 
student leadership role at Kyambogo University and astounded everyone by winning. We are very proud of her and all she 
has accomplished so far…(stay tuned/watch this space - for more!)

Greetings. It’s my joy to share 
with you one of the exciting things 
God is doing in Rwanda through 
the Cornerstone community.  The 
Lord has enabled us to champion 
a unique outreach to high school 
students called the “Vision Con-
ference” (Proverbs 29:18).  And, 
we are involving students from all 
different religious backgrounds.

 Our vision is to transform these young people 
who will in turn transform others, thus transform-
ing society.  It is an attempt to reach out to a greater 
number of young people with the concepts found in 
our Discipleship material.  Our objectives are:
1. To preach the Gospel by lifting up Jesus alone - who is 
our common ground - across all divisions.
2. To promote unity and reconciliation.
3. To encourage abstinence until marriage by emphasizing    

sexual integrity and HIV/AIDS sensitization. (Our students 
have created a movie on this to be launched at  the next con-
ference.)
4. To encourage hard work through community service.

 From the 14th-18th of April, 2009 we held the 
first such conference in Matimba, Eastern Province 
with over 500 students and 30 pastors and local teach-
ers including Paul Lukwiya and Colonel Gashumba 
(whose school the students slept at.) Alex Kareupera, a 
sub-district leader, also attended and spoke to the kids.  
He declared the conference “Annual” after witnessing 
the transformation of so many, including a thief that 
had been terrorizing the town. Furthermore, 10 people 
in need were given boxes full of clothing and shoes. He 
urged other religions to preach our message because if 
all were committed to this vision, then Rwanda would 
become a paradise.
 On the 16th-21st of November 2009, we will 
have another conference in Kigali with 1000 students 
from all over the country and others from Uganda, Bu-
rundi, and Tanzania. The numbers were limited due 
to accommodation but in the future we plan on orga-
nizing regional conferences with the help of CLA stu-
dents from these provinces. This is intended to reach 
the whole nation effectively as the country of Rwanda 
progresses towards peace and unity.

Reflections
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Let your light shine!
Emmanuel Ndwano
Rwemiyaga (Eastern Province)

I am 25 years old and come from 
a parentless family of six children. 
I am the first born and head of the 
family. Life was very difficult for 
me and I dropped out of school for 

seven years with no hope of continuing my studies. I had 
to look for all sorts of odd jobs such as being a herdsman 
to earn a living and support the family. I wanted to be a 
taxi driver but could not complete the course due to lack 
of financial support. 

Because of such a background, I believed life was hard 
and struggling was inevitable. Besides, being the head of 
a family at a young age, I hated leadership and looked at 
is as difficult, tiresome, and too heavy a burden to carry!

I thank God for Cornerstone as a blessing to finish my 
education and change my paradigm on leadership—an 
opportunity to serve and help others. Also, because of 
the love I experienced at CLA, I was able to forgive my 
relatives with whom I’ve had conflict over land and other 
possessions.

I am in S5 studying to be a doctor with a heart and hope 
of helping the poor and the needy.

Madina Yaramba
From Nyagatare (Eastern Province)

I am 21 years old and 6th of 8 chil-
dren raised by our mother. We lost 
our father in 1997. I always felt lonely 
and feared to associate with others 
because of low self-esteem. I believed 

there was nothing good that could come from me because I 
am a female and I was taught that girls never made it in life.

When I joined CLA, because of the discipleship, warm 
relationships, and the love I experienced, my eyes were 
opened to realize my potentials and self worth and to face 
life and the future with hope regardless of my past.

I now have a vision of influencing other young women 
from a similar background by giving them hope and rais-
ing their self-esteem. I have also overcome my fear of re-
lating to others and now with a few friends called “Wom-
en of Purpose” we are committed to this vision through 
which we will encourage young women to develop char-
acter with a purpose.

Thanks to the Cornerstone family for the opportunities—now I 
can approach life and the future with hope and a purpose.

School motto:

Student Profiles:
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Special Focus on:

DID YOU KNOW?
- CLA Rwanda, located on a hill top with a beautiful view of Lake 
Muhazi, started in 2007. Their first class will graduate this year.

- They have a 3 year ‘Advaced level’ highschool curriculum, 
which is different than in Uganda - where it is only 2 years.

- Many of our students are from a French background, so for 
some it is their first time envolled in an English program.

- It is co-ed campus with 40 students per class, so there are 120  
students enrolled- each of our single gender Uganda CLAs have 
around 50-60 at a time.

- Their favorite sports are Basketball and Volleyball

- They have acted in, and produced a full length film regarding 
the social issues facing youth in schools.

David Ishimwe Muyombano
I am a student in S4 who comes from 
Rwamagana District. I come from a 
Muslim background and look at my 
fellow students as brothers and sis-
ters, sons of daughters of Allah (God). 
This understanding allows me to be 
comfortable during fellowships and 
other interactions. The concept of fo-

cusing on Jesus is a new one but I am open to learning more 
about the character qualties of this person I was not so famil-
iar with  - yet he is a great Prophet and Messiah in Islam.
 I study history, economics, and geography and aim at 
becoming a Minister in charge of Youth Affairs. To me, the lov-
ing relationships that exist at CLA make it a better place.

Angelique Twizerimana
She is a student in S5 who comes from 
Rusizi District. She studies biology, 
chemistry, and physics and she wants 
to become a doctor. Her favorite activ-
ity at CLA is the leadership training.

Oreste Irakoze
He is one of our new students in S4. He 
comes from Butare District and studies 
history, economics, and geography. He 
desires to become a journalist. Oreste 
claims to be a footballer by nature and 
to him, the sports activities and disci-
pleship lessons are what make CLA a 
unique and desirable place to study.

Telesphore Mbonabucya 
I am 22 years old and the 7th of 
8 children in a family headed by 
our mother. It was difficult for our 
mother to educate us and because 
of this I had no hope for the future 
or a vision for my life. I was too 
rigid and unwilling to change. I felt 

unloved because no one had ever told me they loved me. 
Therefore, I didn’t have love for myself or for others.
 I thank God for Cornerstone because here I have 
found love and little by little I have transformed and I am 
taking the same love to my family to bring about forgiveness 
and reconciliation with others. This is because I have a vision 
of bringing unity and reconciliation to Rwandese beginning 
with my family.  I am in S6 and I want to become a lawyer.

STUDENT WORK
By: Anitha Kobusingye 

“Never again,” 
to what happened in Rwanda
The land of beauty. 
Please, I pray...
Let what happened in Rwanda 
never happen again

We had a culture of unity
Sharing a common historical background
Same culture and same language
But the enemy came and divided our unity
He taught us hatred and division. And I request...
Let what happened in Rwanda 
never happen again

I remember clearly, 7th April 1994, 15 years ago.
When the mass genocide of our people started...
Killing children, killing mothers and fathers
The voice of innocent babies mourning all over our 

beautiful land. Our joy turned to tears.
Rwanda became a land of crows and vultures
Millions of sons and daughters lost lives
For nothing they did, nothing they said... 
but for the sins of their forefathers. So I request, 
Let what happened in Rwanda 
never happen again

Out of all this we did not lose hope
From this, very dark past,
It’s our choice to make it a bright future
Pain can come in the night
But we will recieve joy in our new dawn

Dear beautiful youths of tomorrow
We are the Rwanda of tomorrow
Divided we have fallen, now united we shall stand
May the crows and vultures be cast out
To make Rwanda a flower again, 
in our furtile ground- a paradise and a home for all.

CLA RWANDA
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CLA Rwanda

Students at the CLA Rwanda campus

Greetings from CLA Rwanda! 
We are grateful for the op-
portunity God has given us 

to share our lives with the youth of 
Rwanda. Our school is now complete 
with all three classes and it’s amazing 
to see young people being impacted 
as they begin to really grasp and un-
derstand the vision.  I have no doubt 
in the quality of their futures because 
I have seen in them the spirit to influ-

ence and take Rwanda to greater heights.
 We are looking forward to graduating our first class 
in November and we are confident that they will perform 
well.  Our committed teachers have invested a lot of time 
and energy to help students achieve their best. We have 
also added new teachers to help us realize this dream.
 Has CLA Rwanda made any impact since its in-
ception? The answer is definitely “yes.”  Firstly, this is evi-
dent in the lives of our students. The discipleship lessons 
that have continued to be given to students have played 
a pivotal role in their transformation:  their thoughts, ac-
tions, and interactions with each other and with teachers. 
 Secondly, we recently held a youth conference of 
about 600 people in Eastern Rwanda where we encour-
aged the youth to focus their lives on Jesus. This exercise 
was spearheaded by our teachers and students and was a 
great opportunity for CLA to make an impact.
 Finally, we have hosted some top leaders from 

churches in Rwanda. We’ve had several surrounding 
schools join us during fellowship, which allows us 

to be stewards of the blessings we’ve been given as we 
share them with others. We’ve been involved in teaching 
leadership to University students through invitations to 
attend forums & conferences by university leaders.
 Therefore, during the three years CLA Rwanda 
has existed, our impact is already being felt, our name is 
spreading but what’s more important is that the impact of 
Jesus is spreading through our students.  We invite you 
to come and experience our journey by celebrating the 
graduation of our pioneer class on November 15, 2009.  
    By: Johnson KARAMUZI

Exciting new development: Cornerstone Rwanda has 
just been given an award by the Government as one 
of the best contributors this year to development in 
the Eastern Province. 

CORNERSTONE SCHOOLS

CLA for Young Men - Uganda
We welcomed our boys back on campus for term 2 on 
May 24th. The first Monday after our students arrive we 
usually hold a returning exam- this is to keep the boys on 
their toes and make sure they have been keeping up with 
studies while away. We were glad to see that they all had 
been keeping their minds sharp and reading their books 
over the holiday break!
 This year, our focus is on excellence in three areas: 
1- Integrity through character transformation, 2- Academic 
excellence, and 3- Cleanliness. Both teachers and students 
have embraced these three goals with a passion, and of 
course the staff are leading the way by example. It is a tru-
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CORNERSTONE SCHOOLS

CLA for Young Women - Uganda

Ekitangaala Primary School

Ekitangaala Secondary School

This season we have received many visitors from over-
seas to our ranch community (where our campus is lo-
cated), and are grateful for the time they have spent with 
us, playing and reading with children to improve their 
literacy. With the large number of children we have it is 
not always possible for our teachers to spend such time 
reading individually with kids. 
 Our enrolment currently stands at 650 pupils from 

Nursery to Primary class 7. We have recently been 
thinking about establishing professional develop-
ment programs for our staff to boost the general per-

formance and moral of the teachers. We are interested in 
things like student counseling, public speaking, and com-
puter literacy training. We are also picking up our games, 
music and drama programs- hopefully to enter competi-
tions on the national level. Please keep these programs in 
your thoughts and pray with us to see them realized!
   By: Simon OKWERA

We have spent a lot of time recently focusing on revising 
the teaching effectiveness of the Character Development 
Curriculum that we offer to our students. This is one of 
the most unique aspects of our learning environment and 
it makes us stand out significantly from other schools in 
Uganda, so we pride ourselves on its effectiveness and 
relevancy in our student’s lives. 
 A new committee was assembled to assess and 
overcome challenges in teaching this material and they 
will be developing strategies for delivering it to students 
in new and more engaging ways. Fresh efforts are also 

being made to empower smaller student care groups 
and social units to process and reflect on the concepts 
presented in this curriculum, with the guidance, men-

toring and counseling of our wonderful staff. 
 We were recently evaluated by a government in-
spector from the Ministry of Education and Sports, Ms 
Atuhaire Fenian. Her response to what she found on our 
campus was very encouraging. In her words, “I can’t be-
lieve that such a wonderful school exists way out here in the 
bush! I assure you that your school shall hold among the best 
reviews of secondary schools in Uganda by our board.”
   By: Steven ONGODIA

Greetings to all! Our school opened two weeks earlier 
than the government schedule this term due to the need 
to compensate for time lost at the beginning of the year 
during our intense interview process recruiting the new 
incoming S5 class. Along with the returning students, we 
welcomed a new mathematics teacher as well, Mr. Ju-
lius Busobozi, to replace the departure of Madam Agnes 
Namaganda who had previously taught the subject.
 Exciting news on our campus comes with the event 
of our new connection to the national electrical power grid 
(UMEME), so we now have electricity in classrooms, dorms 
and staff quarters! This is great news as we have previ-
ously been relying on solar power, which was at times not          

sufficient and could be less reliable. Another 
new development on our campus is in our 
agriculture department. We recently planted 

around five acres of cassava, maize and beans on our 
property, which we plan on cultivating and harvesting 
in future to offset food expenses and improve our girl’s 
diets.
 Our continued commitment to excellence in all 
we do keeps us striving to make the best of the bless-
ings we have. We appreciate all the support and en-
couragement we have received from our greater family 
of friends in Jesus, and are continually inspired to use 
the opportunities we have been entrusted with at our 
academy to bring glory to God’s work here on earth.
    By: The Modern TAYEBWA

ly unique experience to our school that a teacher could 
be seen mopping around areas that even the students 
wouldn’t dare! Regarding this issue, one really needs to 
visit our campus in order to comprehend the “CLA Boys 
style” of cleanliness. Our boys are dressed extremely 
smart and orderly in their uniforms, and the compound 
compliments their sharpness with spotless grounds and 
gardens (thanks partially to our new lawn mower).
 In academics, the boys are promising to break 
all previous records this year. We have several boys eye-
ing the perfect 25 point UACE government exam score! 
Our teachers are all out to help the boys achieve this goal 
as always. And, to add a ‘feminine touch’ to our mostly 
male staff, we have received a graduate of CLA girls, Vic-
toria Kawuma, who is in her final school practice (resi-
dency) with us.

 On June 6th we held a Day of Prayer at our 
school, which saw attendance from CLA Girls, EKT 
S.S. and several departments of Cornerstone’s work. All 
those present unanimously agreed that it was a great 
experience, long overdue and should be henceforth an 
annual occurrence. This idea came to us in light of sev-
eral accidents we were exposed to recently that reminded 
us of our need to constantly draw strength and wisdom 
from our Creator. God is doing great things in our midst 
and if we are faithful, he will continue to grow us from 
“strength to strength” (Ps 84:6-7) and from “glory to glo-
ry” (2 Cor. 3:18). 
 We are now eagerly anticipating our annual 
joint activity day (Aug. 15) when we will welcome CLA 
Rwanda, CLA Girls and EKT S.S. for a weekend of fun 
and games at the ranch.               By: Charles AYO



In April 2009 (over Easter 
weekend) more than two 
hundred young men and 
women, alumni graduates 
of our Leadership Acade-
mies, made the pilgrimage 
to our Ekitangala Ranch 
community for the An-
nual Cornerstone Old Stu-
dents Association (COSA) 
Reunion. 
  Our theme for 
this year’s gathering was, 
“Furthering the Kingdom 
of God: a focus on sustain-
able creativity.” As always, 
this was a great opportu-
nity to renew relationships 
and to redirect our efforts 

towards meeting the challenges 
that society is posing on our ever-
growing community.   
      It was also a time to refresh 
ourselves with the principles we 
hold in common as well as culti-
vating other life skills which en-
able us to maintain a state of bal-
ance and wholeness in all aspects 
of our families, our work and our 
lives in general. 
 The two main speakers 
were Tim Kreutter and Sam Ewou, 
both of whom were very encour-
aging to all those who were pres-
ent. The idea of  Jesus’ vision of 

God’s Kingdom coming on earth 
– and finding our place within it 
- left us all intrigued and inspired 
to step up to the beautiful plans 
God has for each of us.
 No retreat is complete 
without the political process of 
democratically electing a new Ex-
ecutive Committee for the Alum-
ni Association. So, members this 
year decided it should now be led 
by Tiberoondwa Adonia Okwaput 
(CLA graduate of 1996).
 Members also adopted 
new amendments to the COSA 
constitution, among which the 
most significant change was the 
term of Office Bearers being ex-
tended to 2 years- previously a one 
year term length. The mandate of 
this current Executive Commit-
tee therefore now extends to 2011 

when the next election shall see 
the appointment of new office 
bearers. The constitution amend-
ments also expanded the Board of 
Advisors/Trustees to five mem-
bers comprised of the Patron (MD 
Cornerstone Development), Two 
senior teachers of CLA – Uganda 
Schools, A legal Advisor (COSA 
member) and a sitting Chairper-
son of COSA.
 In the next two years, the 
committee would like to focus on 
several initiatives, most specifi-
cally;
 -Increasing efforts towards 
raising sponsorship funds for univer-
sity education through contributions 
and loan recovery from members.
 -Strengthening the exist-
ing COSA programs such as Africa 
Youth Leadership Forum, New Africa  

 C
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BUSINESS FORUM

From the previous report we indicated that we had 
three entrepreneurs benefiting  from the COSA Ven-
ture Fund. Now the number has increased  to a total 
of  seven after the recent visit of Doug Harris and 
the team from Knoxville Tennessee  who have sup-

ported the group all along. 
 The new beneficiaries will include the fol-
lowing new initiatives: The West Nile Poultry Group 
Poultry by Amanyire Fred, Holly Café by Michael 
Kirya and  Fish Farming by Erick Kakole.     

Business training workshop held at Cstone hall Roger’s thriving family poultry business

Ayo presents new COSA chairman, Tiberondwa, to the gathering

THE ANNUAL REUNION
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Vision, Creative and Performing Arts, 
Married Couples fellowships, monthly 
and weekly Campus fellowships, Busi-
ness Forum and investment initiatives, 
COSA Community Housing and pro-
grams that encourage our people to live 
together while impacting their communi-
ties.
 -Continued partnership with 
CLA Schools and support of their pro-
grams from time to time.

                           By: Alfred EDAKASI
 
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
- by Josephats MBAZIRA

 At this time of the year, our 
thoughts are being drawn towards 
Jesus’ vision of the kingdom of God 
coming on earth and transforming so-
ciety. This is in part due to the theme 
of our Annual Reunion as well as 
witnessing first hand this idea being 
played out in the lives of our mem-
bers as they enter the working class 
through various opportunities gener-
ated by our internship program. 

In preparation for our female mem-
bers who would be seeking employ-
ment upon graduation from Univer-
sity this year, we organized our first 
skills training seminar for women en-
tering the job market. This program 
offered tips and advice on every-
thing from drafting a CV (Resumé), 
to proper etiquette in the interview 
process.

 Over the years we have had 
several young men benefit signifi-
cantly from this program and below 
we would like to share with you a 
first hand account by Henry Mulind-
wa, of how it helped kick start his 
professional career: 

 “Immediately after finishing 
my Bachelors of Library and Informa-
tion Science Degree in 2006 from Mak-
erere University I began searching for 
employment in a relevant field of work. 
It is hard as a young man to get a job do-
ing something he is really interested in 
because when starting off in life we are 
so overwhelmed with trying to pay the 
bills that we usually take up whatever 
employment we can get. But, I really 
wanted to do some meaningful work that 
built upon my existing skills, so I applied 
to the Cornerstone Internship program 
for sponsorship to support me through 
a volunteer internship. Upon being ap-

proved, I secured a position at the 
Uganda Investment Authority for 
a total of seven months. After seven 
months, my intern-sponsorship pe-
riod ended.  However, due to the 
friendship that I had created in the 
work place and the desirable quali-
ties and capabilities that I had por-
trayed – they decided to keep me for 
another 5 months. 
 During the year I spent at 
the Uganda Investment Authority, 
I worked as an Information Scien-
tist (Intern) and dealt with many 
related tasks that exposed me to 
solid real world working experience. 
I was engaged in many things such 
as networking, database manage-
ment, library management, records 
and archival management, website 
design and updating, report writing, 
data modeling, drafting information 
policies, planning and budgeting for 
library and records management.
 Prior to this internship I had 
applied for a job as a Records Officer 
with the Government of Uganda, and 
towards the end of the internship 
program I was finally invited for in-
terviews at the Public Service Com-
mission. With now one year of hands-on 
working experience in the  Uganda In-
vestment Authority there was no reason 
for me to fail the interview! I passed it 
with flying colors and have since been 
deployed in the Ministry of Justice and 
Constitutional Affairs for two years 
now.    (continued on next page)

 All this gives hope to the Business forum and is a 
big motivation to all our up-coming Entrepreneurs.
 We have also had several trainings conducted by 
Wayland and the Ryans who have had a great impact on 
developing our financial controls and marketing skills.  

 Another Training is coming soon from 9th-11th of 
July sponsored by the Private Sector Foundation and busi-
ness friends from One Accord .
    By: Richard KIRABIRA

Henry Mulindwa

International investors surveying Beaver King land Auditing “Quicky Picky’s” financial book keeping
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THE BROTHERHOOD & SISTERHOOD Cstone Old Students Association

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Monthly 
meetings 5th 2nd 6th 4th 8th 6th

Weekly 
Meetings

2, 9, 16, 
23, 30

6, 13, 
20,27

4, 11, 
18, 25

1, 8, 15, 
22, 29 6, 13

Business 28th 23rd 11th

Marrieds 19th 17th 20th 18th 15th 20th

AYLF 4th 1st 5th 3rd 7th 5th

C&PAF 29th 24th 12th

CSTONE OLD STUDENTS : CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

PLEASE NOTE:  1. This covers activities taking place in Kampala. Check 
with your  regional coordinators for other activities. Also check with the COSA 
executive whenever you are in Kampala or when they are visiting your area – 
for further updates.
2. If you are a regional coordinator and would like to post your activities here 
please give them to the COSA head office.

Henry Mulindwa’s Story, continued...
 Still building on what I learned 
while at the Uganda Investment Author-
ity, I have served well in the ministry of 
Justice and Constitutional Affairs- not 
only as a Records Officer but also as an 
Information Scientist. I have represent-
ed my ministry and the government of 
Uganda both regionally and internation-
ally in different functions. In July 2008 
and April 2009 I represented my min-
istry in Lusaka, Zambia and Mombasa, 
Kenya respectively.

The internship program that started me 
off in humble beginnings, gave me a pow-
erful networking and skills building op-
portunity, a platform for beginning my 
professional career, earning a living and 
becoming financially independent for the 
first time in my life!

Currently, I work with Ministry Justice 
and Constitutional Affairs as Records 
Officer and Information Scientist. I also 
work as an Associate Consultant with 
the Uganda Management Institute in 
the department of Information Commu-
nication Technology. Recently I started 
a company called Information Solutions 
Expert, which offers consultancy in in-
formation management. In May 2009 I 
held my first seminar at the Cornerstone 
conference hall. I am the director, secre-
tary, accountant… and office messenger, 
I do everything!

 I would like to thank Art Remeirs, Jospe-
hats and Cornerstone for the opportunity 
they have given me. Honestly my life 
would not have been what it is today if it 

was not for you all. God bless you.”

ALUMNI UPDATES:
 At long last, the first genera-
tion of CLA girls (our pioneer class) is 
now graduating from University, and 
beginning to enter the job market! 
These wonderful young “Women of 
Virtue” are now in the process of

distributing job applications, attend-
ing interviews and seeking to secure 
serious employment positions. 

 Reflecting back, in 2004 we 
opened the doors to our Leadership 
Academy for Young Women. And, 
with the first 25 students selected to 
make up the pioneer class – we an-
swered a deep felt need by the coun-
try for solid women who could take 
up leadership positions and positive-
ly influence society.  

 And by 2006, these girls be-
gan entering the gates of the most 
prestigious universities in Uganda, 
with bright eyes and big dreams. 

 This year, three of the eight 
that joined Uganda Christian Univer-
sity in Mukono graduated in June, 
with the rest finishing in Septem-
ber. Those who joined Makerere and 
Kyambogo Universities, successfully 
completed their exams in May and 
are now patiently waiting for their 
results and looking forward to their 
graduation ceremony in January 
2010.     
 We appreciate the selfless 
heart of the family of friends that 
have stood with us to make their in-
dividual dreams a reality and help 
us make steps forward in our collec-
tive dream of a life-long sisterhood of 
friends committed to being servant 
leaders who make a positive differ-
ance in the world.  

 In other exciting news…         
many babies have been born to the 
families of COSA members so far this 
year! Although we don’t have space 
to mention them all... we would es-
pecially like to welcome baby Genn 
Mark Karuhanga into this beautiful 
world. Genn he is the first born son 
of Sarah and Phillip Ojok and is truly 
a little blessing to our ever growing 
family. 
 By: Henry KIGOZI

The Ojoks introduce Genn Mark Karuhanga to the family
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AYLF starts Burundi chapter (Allan, Frank Turamuchi, Bernard, Chris Turamuchi, Steven, Joel, William, Teddy, Fabian)

AFRICA YOUTH 
LEADERSHIP FORUM
 There are times in life when 
one sits back to ask him/herself the 
greatest questions of all… “what is 
it I am doing here?” and… “what is 
it all that I believe in?” Rarely do we 
get answers to these questions right 
away, as frustrating as it may be. It 
takes faith and perseverance to keep 
us moving till we see the answers un-
fold beautifully in our lives. 
 It is in this state of mind that 
I have been residing recently as the 
greater vision of AYLF continues to 
be revealed to me. My faith in this 
vision grows each and every day as 
I see it unfold. Over the last couple 
of months I have seen our small ef-
forts growing wider and deeper. 
And, most notable in the reconciling 
of meaningful relationships, which 
is indeed our main objective here at 
AYLF. 
 Over the course of the many 
events we have held of recent - we 
are witnessing friendships that began 
in 2007 - constantly digging deeper 
into this movement and attracting 
new and excited members into the 
community. This can be most vividly 
seen when we get together at the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast meetings, in 
Uganda and Kenya, where our big-
gest numbers reside. But, of course 

we can’t forget our great friends from 
Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi who 
have been showing a lot of new de-
velopments in their communities. 
Despite their humble beginnings they 
are showing promise to start an awe-
some movement of young people, 
standing up for their convictions.
 In Uganda, we have been 
able to implement the vision of AYLF 
in a variety of ways:  In May, we were 
invited to participate in the Guild 
Leadership Orientation of Uganda 
Christian University (UCU) Mukono. 
And in early June, we did a one day 
Youth Leaders Training Workshop 
on the theme, “Leadership as a way of 
life” for UCU Mukono. It is impor-
tant to interact with young leaders 
at this level, which UCU has done 
by opening up for us every door of 
opportunity. Uganda Christian Uni-
versity has really been a great success 
story this year. Big thanks to our team 
there. We have also been able to part-
ner with MS Uganda- a Danish NGO 
promoting Democracy in Uganda in 
training programs at UCU. 
 Between June 18th and 22nd, 
Allan Byarugaba and Eric Kreutter 
traveled to Rwanda and Burundi. 
This was in an effort of strengthening 
our growing relationships in these 
two regions which are showing great 
potential on all Cornerstone fronts 
and especially with the AYLF Vision 

of our family of friends there. Allan 
also met with Sam Birondwa who is 
organizing a student’s conference-
VISION CONFERENCE in Kigali. 
This is scheduled for November 
16th -22nd, 2009- we are looking 
forward to this and you all can be a 
part of it.
 While they were in Burun-
di, Bernard Nyonzima organized a 
breakfast meeting with friends-Frank 
and Chris Turamuchi, Sebastian and 
others including William Kinunu 
who was visiting from Rwanda. It 
was a wonderful time. Kinunu has 
finished his University studies in 
Gulu University and gone back to 
Rwanda his country of decent. He 
will be supporting the team in Rwan-
da and Burundi as we see this vision 
grow. We are praying and encourag-
ing them.
 On 28th, May, we attended the 
7th Kenya National Prayer Breakfast. 
Twenty of us from Uganda, Rwanda, 
Burundi, Tanzania, Burundi, South 
Africa, USA and Kenya made the 
trip to Nairobi for this great annual 
event. It was a good time to invest in 
relationships we have made over the 
years and also introduce new friends 
to this family. The Kampala gathering 
in support of the Uganda National 
Prayer Breakfast is tentatively on for  
October 6th-8th. Love to you all. 
 By: Allan BYARUGABA 



Kibuli boys strike a pose in front of their new latrine

Politics take interesting lines during COSA elections

Newsletter Pictorial
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Tiberondwa makes himself heard
Sam Ewou and Tim sharing thoughts at the COSA Reunion

Tyler Cacek gives some photo tips

Shining happy people at the COSA reunion

Servant leaders - lead by example

Discussion group at the Reunion



Kibuli boys strike a pose in front of their new latrine

A Family of Friends!

CLA Rwanda boys morning fellowship Johnson loves visitors to CLA Rwanda

Friends visiting the Burundi Home pose on the beach of Lake Tanganika

Community Service projects in the 
Youth Corps homes are in full blast

Tyler Cacek gives some photo tips

Basketball at CLA Rwanda



Youth Corps Homes

Kibuli Home
Towards the beginning of this 
year an exciting development 
took place as we were able to find 

sponsorship of school fees for many of 
the boys in this entry level home. So, 
they then moved over to Bukessa home 
for students - where they began attend-
ing school. Upon leaving they created a 
vacancy in our home that would soon 
be filled and with the help of our Cana-

dian friend Jessica, who brought in five new boys off the 
streets into our home. These new boys are now shedding 
old habits while catching up with the spirit and culture of 
the home.  
 Of late we have been busy with a great renova-

tion project for the home and right now, most of our in-
side walls have been re-painted.  We have also recently 
breathed new life into our community service projects 
(usually digging out clogged drainage ditches or picking 
up trash in the nearby slums).  We really appreciate the 
coordination office for the ways they have supported us 
in seeing that this happens on a regular basis. 
 At the moment we are faced with the challenge of 
graduating out three boys (Magoba, Moses and Sekajja) 
who have lived in the home for a long time now. They will 
soon move out of the home and face the real world. It’s 
a difficult time for them and we pray that God provides 
a way for them to be resettled. Above all we are dearly 
grateful for the entire Cornerstone family and for all you 
friends reading who lend us support.         By: DENNIS

Makerere Home
At the beginning of May one 
of our mentors, Uncle Justin 
Orwamo, graduated from the 
home to extend his leadership skills 
to the world beyond Cornerstone. We 
extend our sincere gratitude to him 
for the great service he performed 
while he was with us, and we wish 
him the best in all he is to pursue. To 
replace his presence, we welcomed 
Desmond Sentongo, who had some 
previous experience mentoring in 
another boys home. As mentors, we 
are beginning to realize how much 

we are able to grow in 
character, behavior and 
attitude through the 
challenges of mentoring 
these young boys.   
 Recently, we have 

tried several new approaches to the 
way we teach the Precepts - because 
of challenges we were having in keep-
ing the boy’s attention while meeting 
as a large group. We are now doing 
more ‘one-to-one’ sharing and it is 
exciting to see the boys responding in 
ways we couldn’t have imagined. It 
has helped bring out issues that boys 
were having struggles with address-
ing in the larger group setting. It has 

also helped us get to know the boys 
on a much more personal level and 
has helped us to see some of them in 
a new light.
 We as mentors are also main-
taining our weekly fellowship that 
serves to sharpen each other in the 
four area’s of our growth in life:  spiri-
tual, physical, mental and social. This 
has enabled us to share with each 
other and better understand some of 
the precepts and principles we teach 
before we passing them along to the 
boys in the home. So stand with us in 
prayer as we look forward to nurtur-
ing these boys into future leaders of 
this Nation      By: SULAH

The life together

Lunguja Home
To start with I would like 
to mention some things we 
have been thinking about 
and sharing as a home. We 
are learning that inner transforma-
tion - becoming  a more beautiful 
creation, involves a lot of patience 
and love because it is a gradual pro-
cess.  When one of our bad character 
qualities is overcome, another one 
seems to come right up that we need 
to work on. And, it continues like 
that until all un-desirable traits come 
out and reveal the glory that God in-
stilled within us from the beginning.  

So, we have taken it upon ourselves 

to be transformers and not 
conformers as we encourage 
each other to focus on taking 
small steps with great love, 
instead of trying to do great 
things with no love at all.
  Most of our 

girls have joined the nearby pri-
mary and secondary school. One of 
our girls Nisha Dorothy has begun 
attending a course in Travel and 
Tourism management offered by the 
YMCA. She just returned from a trip 
to Murchison Falls National Park as 
part of this course and she has been 
filling our ears with all the exciting 
stories of wild animals she has expe-
rienced there.
 We have also been working on 

our paper bead jewelry project. These 
beads are stringed on necklaces and 
are sold as a source of support for our 
homes work. They are very beautiful 
necklaces and we would love to see 
everyone wearing them!
 In other news, Miriam Enya-
ga, our mentor was recently blessed 
with the birth of her 2nd son whom 
they named Joseph. This brought a 
lot of excitement and blessings to ev-
eryone in our home. We thank God 
for the protection and the love that 
she has always offered to us. 
 And finally, we recently 
moved to a new home! Many thanks 
to Kristen, Assimwe and the coordi-
nation office who helped us secure a 
new home for us.       By: FLORENCE
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Bukesa Home

Ntinda Home

We had a dream from 
the start of this year to 
make ourselves avail-
able for the spirit of 
God to usher us into 
new levels of mentor-
ship and relationship 

with one another. It is very exciting 
to see how this desire is unfolding 
before us, as the spirit of our home 
has been completely uplifted and re-
newed.
 One thing we have really 
learned this year is the value of hav-
ing an “inflow and outflow” of boys 
joining and graduating from the 
home. When a kid enters the home, he 
is not there forever, rather, he is able 
to spend a period of his life (usually 
about 3 years in the program overall) 
learning and growing, and then when 
the time comes he needs to move on 
so as to create space for other boys to 
experience the same transformation. 
It is not always easy to communicate 
this to the boys as many are very 
needy and are afraid of life on their 
own outside the home. Our most try-
ing moments in the past few months, 
have been in the graduation of sev-

eral of our boys from the home. We 
needed to create room in the home for 
several new boys that came from the 
Kibuli home. So, several older boys 
who had been in the program for a 
long time and were ready to move on 
were graduated and re-settled. It was 
not easy to convince boys that they 
need to move on and become men 
who can stand on their own, but that 
is the burden we bear as mentors.
 We now have 22 guys in the 
home. Of these boys, 6 came in from 
an orphanage called Dorcus that un-
fortunately had to close down a few 
months back. Along with them, we 

welcomed a new mentor into the 
home, Uncle Peter (CLA grad), 
who had been looking after the ex-
Dorcus kids for two months after 
their program shut down.  
 We are so grateful to all our 
friends in other homes who gave 
us guidance and support when we 
were struggling with the issue of 
these big transitions. A special great 
appreciation goes to the coordina-
tion office, Eric, Peter, Charles and 
Aunty Wilter. Your cooperation has 
been very commendable for the new 
breath and spirit of Jesus that Bukesa 
is now enjoying.     By: DANIEL

As we move into the middle of the 
year we want to thank God for the 

great opportunities that have been presented 
to us at our home. We would especially like to 
extend our gratitude to all who have helped 
or supported the vision of the work we are 
doing with our young girls.
 Two of our girls (Juliet and Lydia) com-
pleted their education and in April were able 

to graduate and move out of the home. Both attended Makerere 
Business School and now have Diplomas in business courses. 
As these girls move on - it leads us into the exciting process of 
recruitment as we have a vacancy which 2 or 3 new girls can fill. 
 We are also proud to be known as the home which raised 
Charity Byarugaba who is now in Kyambogo University and 
successfully contested for the highest student leadership posi-
tion of Guild President - and won! Although she was the young-
est (and smallest) of the five candidates she ran against - she 
was able to win over the voters with her confidence, character 
and inspiring speeches. We are all VERY proud of her and this 
achievement is a shining testimony of the transforming power 
behind our work.
 One of the girls is on our hearts, Shikah, who recently 
lost an uncle… please join us in prayer that she may find com-
fort and conciliation.     By:  JOSLYNE

Our home is as 
warm and welcom-

ing to visitors as always. 
However, we are in the pro-
cess of finding a new location 
for our little community of 
young women. We have been 
looking for a new home for 
some time now, and we expect 

to find a place by the time you might be reading 
this newsletter.
 Our 16 girls are doing well, and are in 
good spirits. We have added 4 fresh faces to our 
roster of girls since the beginning of the year- 
Joy, Ruth, Rehema and Esther.  One visiting our 
house would also notice a face missing, as Olivia 
has now graduated and moved out. She is now 
at University doing a course in Music, Dance and 
Drama. 
 A big congratulations goes out to our 4 
mentors Esther, Alen, Josephine, and Emily- all 
of whom have recently completed their Univer-
sity studies and are awaiting graduation. We are 
very excited about their futures and the opportu-
nities God has in store for them.     By: ESTHER

Mengo Home

Photo by Tyler Cacek
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Dear Cornerstone family and friends 
around the world, the Lira homes are 
grateful to the Almighty God for he 
is our protector and provider even 
amidst scarcity. The mentors and the 
children are all fine despite the usual 
challenges like sicknesses and the 
like.
 We are proud to inform you 
that we now have 26 well-disciplined 
children in the two homes. In the 
Girls’ house, we have a total of 15 
children with the youngest Juliana 
aged 8 years and yet able to speak 
English well. However we had to sus-
pend Kevin from the home as a deter-
rent for indiscipline in the home. It is 
not easy making such a decision but 
as leaders we are compelled for the 

good of the whole.

The Boys’ house on the other hand 
is comprised of 11 at the moment 
with a few being newly recruited. 

The presence of Thomas has been a 
stabilizing factor as Jacob and Am-
brose are in school at the University 
in Gulu.
 One thing we the Lira Homes 
proudly speak of is that character 
development has indeed shaped the 
lives of our children, to the extent that 
we continue to see our children tak-
ing top leadership positions in their 
schools. Last term one of our boys 
Okii Peter was elected to be the Head 
Prefect of his school.  Their teachers 
often comment about their high disci-
pline. 
 Change is actually possible 
even to a person that people could 
have lost hope in. We say this because 
of the way in which we have seen 

the young people in our programs 
change. This impact again is one that 
can also be seen in us as mentors.
In the churches these children go to, 
they have formed choir groups. This 
is so excellent and therefore we give 
glory to God that we are able to con-
tribute to the extension of the King-
dom of God. Lastly, we kindly re-
quest you to stand with us in prayer 
that some of our kids who are not in 
school can get sponsors for their edu-
cation. Please, may you continue to 
support the Lira home in thoughts, 
prayers, and visiting! 
By: Susan ALINGA and AMBROSE

Lira boys/girls Homes

Youth Corps Homes The life together

Gulu boysGulu girls We are so grateful to God for 
the blessings that we have en-

joyed in the Gulu home in 
the past months. We, of 
recent, hosted a team 
of twenty-five young 
people from Little Rock, 
Arkansas USA as they 
shared with the girls and 
boys both accommoda-

tion and fellowship. 
 We also hosted three old students of Ekitangaala 
S.S. who are part of the Kings’ Daughters. They enlight-
ened the home on the lessons they have learned and gave 
the girls a new perspective of the Kingdom of God by 
the way in which they lead their lives and share with the 
girls in the homes.  (Kings Daughters are a group of for-
merly vulnerable girls who studied at Ekt. SS)
 One of our aunties, Angelina Bugaru, is away 
for an internship in her home district of Yumbe but God 
has blessed us with another auntie, Alice, to assist in the 
home. We request your prayers for understanding, as 
you may all know that the housing situation in Gulu is 
complicated.  Our rent contract with the landlord is soon 
expiring but it’s our hope that things will be sorted out.  
Also pray for health of the girls  - we have had three cases 
of malaria and one of typhoid - all involving hospitaliza-
tions. 
 Otherwise we really thank the family and friends 
of Cornerstone for the continued support and may the 
good Lord bless you.     By: ALICE and HARRIET

Our new location has proved to be 
a great environment as compared to 
our previous one. We are centrally 

located in a community constantly dis-
playing our good habits to those around 
us. The home now has a total of 14 
young boys with one of the members, 
Tony, taking more of a leadership posi-
tion. This we feel is a great achievement 
for us as mentors. 

 Since the inception of the home we are proud to have 
passed on 5 of our students to secondary school and what is 
more is that our first candidate sits S.4 this year. We have 3 
in training institutions with 2 doing tailoring and the other 
learning how to drive.
 We are proud to report that discipline has greatly 
improved. We owe this to the timeless efforts of the mentors 
in teaching and leading productive lives around the young 
people.
 Our biggest challenge in the home has been the one 
of electrical power.  The house does not have power and de-
spite all the promises made by the landlord, it has been in 
vain – however there is a ray of hope with an agreement 
made in our next payment for rent. 
 The home has been blessed to have had a number 
of visitors. One visitor, Tyler from USA, has done several 
photography projects with the boys and they enjoying every 
moment of it the activity. 
 All in all we are grateful for the opportunity to serve 
and learn as mentors. For us as mentors we know that every 
opportunity with young people is an opportunity to learn 
and grow spiritually.  By: FRANCIS
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Sports Day

Things get messy in the eating competition

Jumping high in the sack race

Boys vs. Girls football (soccer) match

The long awaited sports day took place on 
June 28th. There was fun and games for all 
as mentees got to know their mentors in a 
more relaxed and enthousiastic environ-
ment. New relationships were made and 
old ones were strengthened. We had various 
types of track races, football, netball games 
and an eating competition! A big thanks goes 
out to the Welborn family who helped make 
this possible.

Greetings from this corner of the 
world! First and foremost, I would 
like to thank you all for your prayers 
and support of various kinds. Last 
month, our home was visited by Tim Kreutter and Dub 
Snyder. They were able to share some wise words with 
our young men and see the house. It was a great experi-
ence for both our guys and for our guests who were able 
to see the transformation that is happening in the hearts 
and minds of our small community. It is so encouraging 
for me to be in the presence of these committed and will-
ing young men who are ready to take responsibility for the 
forthcoming generation and build a new future for us all.  
We are now supporting one of the brothers in our home, 
Meshack, who will be getting married this month.  All the 
guys are focusing their energies toward this event to help 
him make it a success. Meshack has been in the home since 
2007 when we first started- he is now done with Univer-

sity and decided to marry a wonderful girl from the UK 
named Sarah Dean. The wedding is going to take place 
here in Dar on June 27th. 
 We remain committed to our vision of training 
our lives after the principles, precepts and person of Je-
sus, and we are trying to reach out to those around us as 
well. One way we are seeing this happen is through our 
brothers Peter and Issac who are taking part in organizing 
the National Youth Forum to be held in Dar on June 16th 
thru 18th. This forum is meant to bring together about 
sixty youth from across the country, and it will provide 
a platform for youth to share their experiences in leader-
ship and inspire each other towards leading with more 
integrity and virtue. 
 We feel we can impact those around us, through 
sharing the things we are learning as a home, with all 
whose lives we touch. We remain grateful to you all and 
thank you for the good work you are doing.
 God bless you.    By: PETER

Tanzania- Dar Home
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Youth Corps Homes The life together

We thank God for the gift of 
life and for those who support our 
home in their various ways. Our 
community is now blessed with 
11 young boys of which 6 stay in 
the house and 5 commute from the 
nearby homes. Four of the boys in the house are kept 
busy by doing casual work, while 2 are still in second-
ary school. Our community grows a bit during school 
holidays for we have some boys who used to live with 
us come by and join our activities. These guys are now 
not only in Juba, but as far away as Malakal, War, and 
the Egyptian University in Khartoum.
 We have seen some big improvements in 
the department of food. The boys are looking very 
healthy as a result of the presence of a cook  who pre-
pares good Sudanese meals like Kisira and Gudura.
Our discipleship program is on every Saturday from 8:00 to 
10:30 while counseling and career guidance is done in the 
evenings on a daily basis. The activities the boys are involved 

in include playing football, ludo, and community service. 
The boys in the community come from very diverse tribal 

and religious differences in their backgrounds, and it is won-
derful to see them transform into a family of love. As stated 
by one of our boys, Mac Ayual, “I wish all of Sudan could be 
like our home… then we would not have all these problems 
of wars, tribalism, corruption and racism.”
 May God bless our larger family around the world 
for bringing such a home to our country!   By: GITA

Rwanda- Kigali Home
Hello to all of you reading this! We are 
grateful to share our joy in the spirit of 
Jesus with you, and to inform you of the 
great blessings God has given us.  We 
are proud to announce that many of our 
young men are getting jobs and begin-
ning to graduate from the home to start 

their lives outside. The home is in a bit of a transition peri-
od where over the next few months we will be looking into 
bringing some new boys to fill the vacancy of others moving 
out. This will greatly be facilitated by the arrival of our dear 
brother William Kinunu who recently graduated from Uni-
versity in Uganda. William comes with much experience in 
youth mentoring work from his 3 years spent in Gulu, and he 
has spent time with us in the past during his holidays from 
school.
 Edward got a job with Compassion International, 
John got a job in the Ministry of Education and Bosco got a 
job at the Public Recruitment Services. When these guys fin-
ished University a few months back we held a great gradu-
ation ceremony/party at the CLA here in Rwanda. It was 
a time full of fun, songs, speeches and traditional dancing 
attended by friends, relatives and well-wishers. This was a 
good experience for the students too as it gave them a high 
goal to aim at in their own lives to finish university well.
 Several months back the young men in our home 
had the opportunity to travel down to Burundi and see the 
work Bernard is doing down there with the youth mentor-
ing home. We love those guys and were so grateful for the 
experience to share our lives together.  By: EMMANUEL

Sudan- Juba Home

Honorable friends, sisters and brothers… 
peace be with you !!! We are so blessed to 
be a part of this big family of friends in 
Jesus and we thank you for your ceaseless 
support and prayers.
 The Burundi of today is no lon-
ger the one you knew yesterday, God is 

transforming both the nation at large and the young men 
in our home. Since we started this program here we have 
seen a great work taking place in our lives and we have 
a tremendous hope for tomorrow. The guys in the house 
are currently busy with exams at the University but we are 
continuing on well with our daily programs in the family.  
It’s our prayer that we can see God continue to provide op-
portunities to use us.  For as it is said by Jesus, “You can’t 
light a candle and keep it under the table!”
 We believe that what we are learning in the home 
will enable us to wake up and be used by God and his 
people as servant leaders. We are excited to be involved 
in the work of the African Youth Leadership Forum and to 
have attended this year’s gathering in Kenya in conjunc-
tion with their National Prayer Breakfast. It was a good ex-
perience for us and we are determined to begin a chapter 
of this youth leadership work here in Burundi for young 
people in positions of influence. For, this is a country that 
has experienced a leadership crisis for decades. 
Keep praying for us as we continue to pray for you all.                   
 BY: BERNARD

Burundi- Bujumbura Home

Kigali Boys at their home
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HALO - Youth Mentoring
One of  the biggest steps forward we 
have made this year in our youth men-
toring department is in our partner-
ship with HALO. The idea is to engage 
young men and women in the US who 
want to make an investment in young 
peoples lives here. We find that many 
people in the US want to help in some 
way, only they don’t know how. By cre-
ating cell groups based in certain cities 
in the US, linked with a particular men-
toring home, these groups are able to 
feel more connected to the children they 
are helping as well as having a support 
system that empowers them to get out 
into their communities, raising aware-
ness, and garnering support. HALO is 
a small non-profit organization based 
in the US that helps support children 
in orphanages. Their founder, Rebecca 
Welsh and her husband Eddy came out 
earlier in the year to visit Kristen Vo-
gel, their on ground representative, and 
explore the idea of  a partnership with 
our mentoring homes. The idea of  cell 
groups in different city chapters is a 
new development for them as they ex-
pand into the opportunities presented 
with our partnership.

Rebecca talks with girls in our Lira home

Miriam, Rebecca, Kristen

The Widows Program

Joyce            Kari

Greetings from the widows! Thank 
you for taking the time to care about 
our community, our struggles, hopes, 
and aspirations.
 We have many things to be 
thankful for. Most importantly is 
the continued strength we receive 
through fellowship with each other. 
Our evening meetings continue and 
never fail to restore our hope as we 
share our individual struggles with 
each other.

Kari returns to Uganda on 
June 17th and the widows 
cannot wait. She is bringing 

her sister with her. The love that Kari 
has shown to the widows and the 
help she has given to the paper bead 
making is a true reflection of her sup-
port. People like Kari show us that 
we are not forgotten.
 Another praise is that one of 
our widows who was thought to be 
HIV positive was tested again to be 
negative. It was such a celebration!
We continue to ask for prayer for the 
construction of land purchased by 

Cornerstone for the widows where 
we will live together in community. 
Also, please continue to pray for 
those who are still being threatened 
out of their current establishments.
  By: JOYCE

Tanzania- CLA
The newest development in our efforts to establish a 
Leadership Academy  unfolded last month when Tim 
Kreutter and Dub Snider traveled to Arusha, Tanzania. If 
you have been following this space over the course of the 
last few newsletters, you would be aware that a piece of 
land had been searched for and identified by a small task 
force prompted to find the “perfect location” for our new 

Academy. Tim and Dub visited the land on a cloudless 
Saturday afternoon, and the property was able to boast 
its magnificent view of Mount Meru and the surrounding 
foothills. They gave a ‘two-thumbs-up’ response and we 
are now in the process of settling final negotiations with 
the current residents regarding the acquisition of the plot. 
Stay tuned to this spot to see how this story unfolds!

NEW DEVELOPMENTS
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Stone            Musa

The Wolves Soccer Club

ProjectsCornerstone

This quarter we have 
been focusing on ways 
to trim on our expenses. 
We have set up a milk 
cooler in Kakooge (the 
nearest town) to sell 
some of our milk from, 
the rest shall be driven 
down to Kampala as we have done in 
the past- only less trips down to Kam-
pala shall be made each week by the 
milk truck. This will allow us to save 
on both fuel and repair costs of the 
truck.
 These last few months have 
seen us in the heavy rainy season, 
which is great for the growth of vege-
tation and grass around the ranch, but 
bad for our roads as they are turned 
to mud, and wore out. In an effort 

to maintain a strong perim-

eter fence around our property which 
cows cannot escape from we have de-
cided to start using iron poles instead 
of our traditional wood poles. These 
bigger and stronger poles might cost 
more immediately, but they will last 
longer in the end.
 The Community Develop-
ment program that we operate in the 
villages around the ranch continues as 
a way of reaching out to the parents 
of pupils of our Ekt. Primary and Sec-
ondary schools. Richard Hone contin-

ues as the community based officer 
working to supply improved seeds 
and agricultural development for the 
community. Here we believe that the 
Kingdom of God knows no boundar-
ies of rich or poor and so reaching out 
to this poor community is one way 
we can express the values of God’s 
kingdom to the “least of these” in our 
neighborhood. The ranch leadership 
has also been committed to aiding us 
to achieve this goal.           By: GESA

At this time of year we are wrapping up our 2nd divi-
sion league and about to start our 1st division league. The 
teams are training well and we are looking forward to the 
new season with some new balls that have been donated 
from friends in the US, for which we are very grateful. 
We have had several groups of visitors who have made 
their way to our pitch over the last few months, most spe-
cifically Wayland Cossey who took time to be with us and 
share in both our study and play.

Our biggest chal-
lenge at present is 
our field, as it is a 
bit worn out and 
not ideal for train-
ing- but, we made 
due. Also, our club 
house needs some 
finishing.
 One thing we have been discussing lately is the 
aspect of longevity.  There are many young men or women 
whose physical abilities can take them to the top of their 
game, but because of weak character they cannot main-
tain the discipline it takes to keep them there. It is what is 
inside of us that keeps us going, keeps us energized and 
focused till the end.
 We are learning that correction is a good thing, 
one could say that it is a gift from God. People who hate 
correction, who are not willing to examine their weak-
nesses or are unwilling to listen to advice are bound to go 
astray- they become dropouts, and societal disturbances.  
Under good mentorship, correction allows us to build 
upon weaknesses, and grow into the men we were created 
to be.                   By: STONEWayland has a word with the boys on the pitch

Several beautiful members of the ranch community

The Ekitangaala Ranch
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Visitor profile
Aaron has been a friend of Corner-
stone for quite some time when he 
first came on a Food for the Hungry – 
semester abroad program.  Although 
his recent time in Uganda wasn’t 
spent working directly with us – we 
will hopefully be connected through 
the Music Center he is developing. 

One of his first Ugandan friend-
ships—and one that has lasted for 
several years—is with a Cornerstone 
“Old Boy,”  Josephats Mbaziira.  Dur-
ing his initial study abroad program 
all the participants had to spend sev-
eral days in a village home. Aaron 
did his “home visit” while travel-
ing with Josephats to be with  Sarah 
Upendo Ojok’s family in Western 
Uganda.  (Sarah is also a part of the 
Cornerstone family and works in the 
head office.) A powerful encounter 
with Sarah’s mother impacted Aaron 
in such a way that he made a decision 
to try and use his musical talents to 
help Ugandans, as they had inspired 
him.  Just like many beautifully wo-
ven relationships with those in God’s 
kingdom, Aaron’s friendship with 
Josephats and Sarah’s family led him 
to return for a 6 months period after 
college. During this recent stint he 
stayed at the Cstone guesthouse.

“During my time in Uganda I was 
richly blessed by the community at 
Cornerstone,” Aaron said. “They 
graciously let me stay in their guest-
house and many of the staff in the 

head-office offered a tremendous 
amount of help. I’m now back in the 
U.S. working to raise funds and reg-
ister as a non-profit in Tennessee, but 
I greatly anticipate the time (in about 
one year) when I can return and be 
a part of the wonderful Cornerstone 
community again.” 

Having Aaron around was such a 
blessing to both residents and visi-
tors of Uganda and Cornerstone. His 
project, though not directly related to 
Cornerstone, still had an effect on our 
family. He has taken the experience 
and model of our programs to devel-
op the Ensigo Music Center which is 
now an official organization in Ugan-
da.  Josephats is even on the board of 
directors! It is evidence to our belief 
that in the end, relationships are what 
matter most in life and those made 
around the love of Jesus have depth 
beyond circumstance.

The following is a description Aaron 
wrote of his first encounter in Ugan-
da. It shows how by meeting just one 
person, an entire life path can be al-
tered. Our prayer is that all volun-
teers and visitors to Uganda and Cor-
nerstone can experience the power of 
a community that seeks to love un-
conditionally. 

 “It’s amazing how the seeming-
ly small action of one person can change 
your life forever. Radiant sunbeams shone 
through the crack in the front door wash-
ing my face in its brilliance and waking 

me from my peaceful slumber. 
The small Ugandan mud hut 
suddenly became a bustle of ac-
tivity as the able-bodied women 
hurriedly prepared breakfast for 
the family over an open flame. 
Meanwhile Josephats, Aboki 
and I waited in the sitting room. 
Aboki was a gentle and kind-
hearted woman. Years of hard 
labor grinding millet, fetching 
water, and  working in 
the fields showed in the wrinkles 
on her delicate face and calloused 
hands. She was in desperate need 
of surgery to have a kidney opera-
tion. Unfortunately the family was 
unable to afford the doctor’s fees so 
she has been in constant pain for 
the last several months. Daily 
tasks like physical labor and even 

talking were an arduous chore for her to 
perform taking its toll on her now fragile 
body. Yet there was a vibrant spark of life 
that I caught from the twinkle in her eye 
and radiant smile when I asked questions 
of her favorite memories from childhood. 

     “Aaron you have been a blessing 
to us and are most welcome in Uganda,” 
said  Aboki, as she presented me with 
several meticulously handcrafted bas-
kets which  had taken her many 
days to make. These baskets were her 
main source of income  and she freely 
gave them to express her love. I strug-
gled to hold back the tears, as  I was 
moved by this incredible act of generos-
ity. After regaining my composure I  
made the simple promise to Aboki and the 
rest of the Upendo family that I would  
be back to Uganda to help all the wonder-
ful people like her in her country.  This  
was 3 years ago and I kept my promise.”

Aaron has now dedicated himself to 
the creation of Ensigo Music Center, a 
not for profit endeavor meant to ben-
efit contributing vocalists from Ugan-
da with 100% of the album royalties 
in the form of recording equipment. 
This provides a sustainable and sta-
ble way for them to generate income, 
learn or improve on new skills, and 
promote their cultural music. His 
passion for music and his love of the 
Ugandan people is undeniable, and 
we are glad to have him as a unique 
member of our beautifully multi-
faceted community.

Aaron Appleton
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total life - the whole of life, personal, 
devotional, economic, social and in-
ternational. During World War II he 
tried to act as a peace envoy to pre-
vent Japan from entering WW II and 
because of his mentoring of Gandhi – 
the British refused him a  visa to enter 
India at the time of the Independence 
Struggle.

Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910),  the thinker, 
novelist and philosopher, notable for 
his influence on Russian literature 
and politics, wrote: “The only signifi-
cance of life consists in helping to es-
tablish the kingdom of God; and this 
can be done only by means of the ac-
knowledgment and profession of the 
truth by each one of us.”  

Tolstoy was the author of War and 
Peace, Anna Karenina The Broth-
ers Karamazov -   But late in life he 
became much more spiritually 
focused and his final book was 
called “The Kingdom of God is 
within You” The ideas in that 
book had profound influ-
ence on Mahatma Gandhi, 
who later used these ideas 
to stage a peaceful revo-
lution for the indepen-
dence of colonial India. 
Mahatma Gandhi wrote 
in his autobiography 
The Story of My Experi-
ments with Truth (Part 
II, Chapter 15) that this 
book: “overwhelmed” me 
and “left an abiding im-
pression.”

Michael Timmis Sr. teaches 
that the number one problem 
in the world is alienation. And 
I have always taught – that in the 
Garden of Eden when Mankind fell 
we can see a four-fold Alienation:

1. Man was Alienated from God – and 
had to leave the Garden.
2. Man was Alienated from Fellow Man 
– the first brother Cain kills Brother 
number two. (And we have been do-
ing it ever since – only these days it is 
called war.)
3. Man was Alienated from Himself – we 
are confused within ourselves. Part 
of us wants one thing another part 
wants something else. We are con-

flicted and lack harmony between 

body, soul, mind and spirit. “The 
good that I want to do I can’t do and 
the thing I don’t want to do – I do it.”  
as Apostle Paul puts it.

4. Man was Alienated from his Environ-
ment – he now has to eat by the sweat 
of his brow - unlike when Adam and 
Eve were still in the garden. 

Now, if the number one problem is 
Alienation than it follows logically 
that the number one solution should 
be:  Reconciliation. And this also is the 
Agenda of the Kingdom of God – to 
reconcile man to God, to reconcile 
man to fellow man, man  to himself 
through inner healing and man with 
the totality of his envirment. 

(One of the pictures of the Kingdom 
of God in the Old Testament describes 
a lion laying down with a lamb and 
says a little child will lead them.) 

There is only one place in the Scrip-
tures where it states directly that we 
have collectively been given a spe-
cific “ministry.” That is in the book 
of  II Corinthians 5 where it says we 
have been given the Ministry of Rec-
onciliation. And, in that same section 

we also read that: “God was in Christ 
trying to reconcile the Whole World 
to himself.”   

Brian McLaren is the author of a re-
cent book called “The Secret Message 
of Jesus”  - and it’s all about the agen-
da of the Kingdom of God. In this 
book he makes this bold statement: 
“Jesus did not come to start a religion. 
He came to start a revolution that would 
give birth to a new world.” The author 
talks about the change that took place 
in his thinking as he got a clear vision 
of what the Kingdom of God is all 
about. Now he believes that:   

“A new day is coming- a new earth, a 
new world order, a new reality, a new 
realm – in short a new kingdom. In that 
new reality, the poor and rejected will be 
embraced and brought back into the com-
munity. In that new era, what will count 

is what is in the heart – not merely 
what is pretended or professed. In 

that new realm evil in all its forms 
will be exposed, named and dealt 

with. In that new kingdom jus-
tice, integrity and peace will 
overcome.”  

DO YOU BELIEVE??  Can 
you believe? Sometimes 
I think the most radical 
thing we can do is just 
to keep believing some-
thing like this is even re-
motely possible. Maybe 
this is why Jesus in the 

gospel of John (6:29) – said 
that the primary work is 

simply: “To Believe.”   

Jesus also said – you can’t even 
see the kingdom unless you are 

born again.  I think one meaning 
of this is: We can’t even imagine this 

ideal - until our hearts and minds 
have been totally transformed. We 
can’t envision and believe.  

The norm these days for most peo-
ple is to be cynical about the current 
world state of affairs and believe that 
things are only going to get worse. 
But, Jesus tells us, “Be of good cheer - 
I have overcome the world.” (Jn.16:33)  
And in the final chapters of the scrip-
tures we read this future proclama-
tion: “The kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of the Lord…and he 
will reign forever and ever” (Rev. 11:15).  

“So many people 
associate the word ‘sacrifice’ 

with the concept of loss! Why? Be-
cause they haven’t understood how and 

for what they should make sacrifices. True 
sacrifice is never a loss; on the contrary. Each 

sacrifice you make for a noble idea, a divine idea, 
is transformed into gold. That is the key: which idea 

you work for. If you work for yourself, to satisfy your 
instincts, passions and greed, all the efforts you make 

are in fact wasted energy.  

That is what you must know: how important the idea is 
behind any given action. An idea, a divine idea that’s 

where the magic lies; it’s what can transform something 
into gold. That’s why I tell you: work for light to tri-
umph in the world, for all human beings to become 
aware of the bond that unites them as brothers and 
sisters, for the kingdom of God to come on earth. 

All the sacrifices you make for this idea are 
transformed into gold, in other words, into 

health, beauty, light and strength.” 

-M. Aïvanhov

CONTINUED FROM BACK COVER
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The work is to believe! 

I like McLaren’s analysis that dur-
ing the time of Jesus there were four 
main categories of Jews and that Je-
sus’ style of Messiah-ship did not 
conform to any of their expectations. 
Instead, he announced “a Way” that 
challenged them all. Today we have 
groups who seem to be similar to 
these four groups in their various 
outlooks: 

1. The Zealots – These are people 
who wanted to launch violent revo-
lution in order to capture power, they 
want to rebel, they feel if you don’t 
take this approach you must be cow-
ardly, week and passive.

2. The Herodians – These are people 
who just go along with the secular 
society. The status quo – they felt the 
Romans were too powerful so just 
play the game and adopt their val-
ues. And even today many followers 
of Jesus – are just content with being 
there in society like everyone else, 
enjoying life and not working for any 
higher ideals. They say “My country 
right or wrong.” They accept every-
thing that their political party says 
without weighing it against the val-
ues of Jesus.

3. The Pharisees – These people are 
too legalistic and practice religiosity. 
They think spirituality is a matter of 
keeping rules and regulations. They 
have no inner life – their faith is based 
on obeying external authorities and 
practicing religious rituals. They be-
come overly preoccupied with trying 
to keep the ‘correct’  religious rituals, 
rules, doctrines and regulations.

4. The Essennes – These people had 
withdrawn completely from society 
to live in the desert. They said the 
whole system is dirty and corrupt so 
let’s have nothing to do with it. Today 
these are people who only talk about 
spiritual concepts without doing any-
thing practically. Yet Jesus had some 
pretty harsh words to those who turn 
a blind eye to the poor, the hungry, 
the prisoner - the least of these. 

But ‘Jesus people’ or ‘Kingdom peo-
ple’ have a different approach: First, 
unlike the Zealots they do not em-
brace violence as a means for change, 
Second, unlike the Herodians they do 

not just behave like everyone else is 
behaving in the society – they chal-
lenge it. Thirdly, unlike the Pharisees 
they know that spirituality is not 
just about do’s and don’ts – they in-
ternalize principles.  And lastly, un-
like the Essennes they know they are 
supposed to be the salt and light of 
the world. They try literally to: “Go 
into all the world” -as Jesus said.  The 
scriptures state that “the earth is the 
Lord’s but ‘the world’ refers to the 
social systems of man. So, we are 
commanded to go into those systems 
with a new set of values.

As we share and live out the message 
of the King and Kingdom, there will 
be change. It first begins within us – 
with personal transformation – but 
it’s meant to spread. The allegiance 
to a King brings social and political 
change–a revolutionary expectation 
that one day every knee will bend - the 
message and ideas of Jesus will be ac-
knowledged as truth.  That is what it 
meant by ‘calling Jesus as Lord’.  

Simple allegiance to the King does 
not automatically result in change. 
Americans recently elected a new 
president on a platform of Change. 
An election doesn’t mean a thing, of 
course, unless the President and his 
team can bring about others to imple-
ment the changes they’ve envisioned.  
So now, there is a call for a new Cul-
ture of Responsibility – where every-

one has to play their part. Very 
tough to do at a time where most 
people instead just want to take 
care of themselves and their im-
mediate family.

In the same way our commit-
ment to Jesus as Lord means 
little either unless we can help 
bring the Kingdom change into 
the wider society. We  can’t just 
call him “Lord, Lord” and not do 
what he says.  If we do that Je-
sus said on that day he will say 
“he does not know us.” When we 
choose Jesus as King - we seek to 
bring His Kingdom and His righ-
teousness to bear on all areas of 
life. In other words, we will work 
for “social, economic, cultural and 
spiritual” change in a way that 
brings specific Kingdom values to 
every aspect of life.    
As you sort though important 
decisions about how to live your 
life, how to discover your voca-
tion, how to find your place in the 
world - I would urge you to con-
stantly refer back to Mt. 6:33. “Seek 
first the Kingdom of God and his righ-
teous – and the rest will be added unto 
you.” Make sure that in what you are 
pursuing – you are in some way tieing 
into the over-arching Master plan of 
Jesus and God - that the Kingdom of 
God would be manifested on earth. If 
you dedicate your life work to this divine 
idea you immediately fall under its influ-
ence and benefit from all the treasures it 
possesses. I made this part of my mis-
sion statement from the time I was 
19 years old and this has worked for 
me. This concept of “seeking first the 
Kingdom” has always been my guid-
ing light and my motivating energy. 

So as we live out our lives  – let’s con-
stantly reflect on and reference what 
we are pursuing in light of the Big 
Agenda. Otherwise, what we invest 
in may ultimately prove to be irrele-
vant in the eternal scheme of things.  

As William Law of Cambridge stated   
300 years    (Author of the classic 18th 
century devotional: A Serious Call to 
a Devout and Holy Life):   “If you 
have not chosen the Kingdom of 
God first, it will in the end make 
no difference what you have cho-
sen instead.”

  The doctrine of 
the Kingdom of God, 

which was the main teaching 
of Jesus, is certainly one of the 
most revolutionary doctrines 

that ever stirred and 
changed human thought.

-H.G.Wells 

Let us more and 
more insist on raising 

funds of love, of kindness, of 
understanding, of peace. 

Money will come if we seek 
first the Kingdom of God... 

 the rest will be given.
-Mother Teresa
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Any fair reading of the four Gospels should easily con-
clude that the “Kingdom of God” was the main theme of 
Jesus’ teaching. In these four books alone -  the term the 
“Kingdom of God” or it’s equivalent (Kingdom of Heaven) 
occurs about 100 times. (The word church appears twice.) 
It was the very first theme Jesus began talking about when 
he began his public campaign (Mk1:15) and it was the last 
theme he spoke on (Acts 1:3) over a 40 day period. Just 
about all of the parables that he gave us were about the 
Kingdom of God.  And of course, in what is commonly 
called the Lord’s Prayer – that was the central point (af-
ter the introduction “Our Father who is in Heaven – hal-
lowed be thy name”) Thy Kingdom come thy will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven.    

Yet, we rarely hear anybody talking about it – in our 
churches today. When I ask young people what comes to 
mind when they hear the phrase the Kingdom of God – 
they point upward and say “Heaven.” It seems that Je-
sus’ concept of the Kingdom coming on earth – has kind of 
gotten lost in emphasis today. The emphasis seems to be 
more about personal salvation - making sure you are go-
ing to heaven. However, those who study ‘the Kingdom 
vision’ will discover a thicker and more robust gospel that 
compels them to operate beyond just the one-dimensional 
plane of personal salvation. 

I would characterize Jesus’ central burden as:  He wanted 
the Kingdom of God to come on earth as it is in heaven. 
This begins with the transformation of hearts and minds  - 
then extends to the transformation of human society.

When I was young  - for awhile I was pre-occupied with 
books that were predicting the end of the world com-
ing soon like “The Late Great Planet Earth.”  One day a 
wiser, older man found me reading such a book and he 
told me that many years earlier, when he was young there 
was also a whole bunch of books on this and he used to 
do the same. But now that he was older he realized he 
wasted a lot of time speculating needlessly about it all.  
He counseled me not to do the same but to rather work 
for a greater manifestation of God’s kingdom on earth in 
my generation.  

I then began reading the books of a man called E. Stanley 
Jones who worked in India. (He was a friend to Gandhi 
and taught him about Jesus. Jones was also a friend to 
Abram Vereidi the one who started the Prayer Breakfast 
movement and mentored Doug Coe.)  

E. Stanley Jones challenged the prevailing mentality 
among churches that the “Kingdom of God” was still es-
sentially personal, individualistic and separate from the 
social context of human development. And he also chal-

lenged the secular view 
of the day that Commu-
nism could bring heav-
en on earth – after he 
visited the Soviet Union 
and observed what they 
were trying to do there.  
Instead, he promoted the idea that followers of Jesus were 
obligated to seek not only their personal redemption but 
the redemption of society. This was how he put it: 

“Jesus believed in life and its redemption. Not only was 
the soul to be saved - the whole of life was to be redeemed. 
The kingdom of God coming on earth is the expression of 
that collective redemption. The entrance to the kingdom 
of God is by personal conversion, but the nature of that 
kingdom is social. “ 

The kingdom of God is the most astonishingly radical pro-
posal ever presented to the human race. It means nothing 
less than the replacing of the present world-order by one 
that is aligned with the divine values. It is the endeavor 
to call men back from the present unnatural, unworkable 
world-order to a new one based on new principles, em-
bodying a new spirit and led by a new person.  
Every movement or paradigm also tries to state what is 
fundamentally wrong with the world and how their vision 
or approach is the better way.  When Jesus proclaimed his 
‘Manifesto’ he did so by reading aloud this passage from 
Isaiah 61:1-2 – this incident is recorded in Luke 4:18-19:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  because he has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives  
and recovering of sight to the blind,  
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,  
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.

E. Stanley Jones called this the “Nazareth Manifesto.” 
And, he sought to describe the parameters of a social 
agenda which he felt was the task of the Christian com-
munity to declare, as did Jesus. The Nazareth Manifesto 
he said has 6 points:

1. Good news to the poor - the economically alienated.
2. Release to the captives- the socially and politically 
alienated.
3. The opening of the eyes of the blind -the physically 
alienated.
4. The setting at liberty the bruised- the morally and spiri-
tually alienated.
5. The Lord’s year of Jubilee- that is a new beginning on 
a global scale.
6. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me- this is the dynamic 
behind it all.
So Jones taught that the Kingdom is a demand upon the 
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