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About one third of the world claims, in one form or the other, to 
be a follower of someone who lived on Earth a couple thousand 
years ago. He was Jesus of Nazareth, I’m sure you’ve heard of 
Him. Napoleon had this to say about him: “Alexander, Caesar, 
Charlemagne, and myself have founded great empires. But our 
empires were founded on force. Jesus alone founded His empire 
on love, and to this day millions would die for Him.” He lived in 
what we call today the Middle East, which at the time was con-
trolled by the Roman Empire. 

The world he lived in had injustice, prejudice, poverty, self indul-
gence, materialism, violence and arrogance – as we often see in 
our world today. His main theme revolved around the message 
that a better world was coming. But, instead of creating a political 
movement to achieve it, he set about to change people’s hearts 
and minds. He told them not to hate their enemies, but rather try 
to love and pray for them. He said when we have been wronged 
we should choose to forgive instead of seeking revenge. He said 
it was the duty of people to care for the least and last in society: 
widows and orphans. He said you should never worry, especial-
ly about money. He said we should not judge others but rather 
work our own flaws. And above all, that we should treat people 
the way we would like to be treated. 

With our work in East Africa, the underlying foundation of our 
work is to promote the values embodied in Jesus’ vision of the 
kingdom of God coming “on earth as it is in heaven.” These are 
values such as reconciliation, unity, peace, brotherhood and per-

sonal transformation – that leads to a social transformation.  
In this newsletter we are focusing on how we have 

tried to implement Jesus’ vision through cre-
ating a movement of transformational 
servant leaders in this part of Africa. We 
are a community that spans 7 coun-
tries – encompassing all the various 
ethnic and religious differences in 
those nations. But have found com-
mon ground around the principles, 
precepts and person of Jesus – who 
transcends all the things that divide 
us in this world. 

The Kingdom of God
Jesus’ Vision for a Better World
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We are a family of friends in the spirit of Jesus 
committed to:

* Equipping and advancing a movement of servant leaders 
with a shared vision for the positive transformation of 
their communities, nation and region.
*Compassion for the poor with a focus on young people.
*Working across the lines of culture and faith differences.
*Maintaining a long-term partnership with each other.
*Loving God and neighbor.

Cornerstone Development was established in Uganda in 
1988 to help in the rebuilding and development of the na-
tion as it was emerging from a turbulent past. In recent 
years we have expanded to Rwanda, Tanzania, Burundi,  
Kenya, Congo and South Sudan. All our programs are di-
rected towards helping under-privileged children, with a 
special emphasis on youth leadership development. Since 
its inception the work has steadily expanded to include 
over 2,000 young people today- in a variety of programs 
including five schools, ten homes for homeless kids, 4 
homes for university youth and sports programs - all de-
signed for providing love, education and character forma-
tion.

Our core focus is on “Developing the Cornerstones of Af-
rica’s Next Generation”. That is, to raise up future leaders 
with a shared vision of positively transforming their com-
munities and nations, as an outgrowth of their own person-
al transformation. Our approach involves creating loving, 
family-like environments in our schools and other pro-
grams for under-privileged young people, while empower-
ing them with education and character formation in order 

for them to become leaders. Furthermore, the young 
people coming through our programs are forming a 
movement that seeks to make a contribution to the 

betterment of society while promoting reconciliation across 
all that is dividing humanity. We as a community are a liv-
ing model of this kind of unity in diversity, in that we are 
composed of all the different tribes, nationalities, cultures 
and religious backgrounds found in this part of the world.

In our character development curriculum we teach the time-
less, universal principles of forgiveness, honesty, integrity, 
compassion, kindness, hard work, humility, and of service 
to the less fortunate, as exemplified in the teachings of Jesus 
and the perennial wisdom of all traditions, but without af-
filiation to any one institutional religious group.

See more online:   
www.CornerstoneDevelopment.org

These are coun-
tries where we have 

programs. The stars are  
the Leadership Academies

Cornerstone Development Africa
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“training ground” where graduates of our schools can learn to serve and pass on what they 
have received. Each year we put out two magazine’s like this one. In the middle of this year 
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the PEOPLE who are truly the center of who we are and the transformation in East Africa. 
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In our schools, we seek to create a life transforming learning environment 
that will mold young men and women into leaders whose lives reflect 
the qualities and principles embodied in the life of Jesus. We mold young 
people coming from humble backgrounds, but with high potential, into 
responsible leaders in all fields and disciplines who will be able to serve 
society beyond their own self interest. 

This aspect of our work aims at creating long-term relationships with 
the students who have graduated from our schools and have joined post 

secondary institutions of higher learning. This is done through frequent 
fellowships, maintaining intentional relationships, and continual men-
toring. Our real impact will be measured when these graduates make a 

difference in their nations. 

Through the Africa Youth Leadership Forum, High School Leadership De-
velopment Initiative, and Muslim/Christian Relations, we empower youth 
we have invested in to reach out to their peers with the goal of creating 
African leaders who will know how to reconcile relationships, speak the 
truth without being religiously divisive, see people without labels or 
stereotypes, and ultimately love each other and those whom they lead. 

In our Youth Corps Homes, we empower young people whom we have 
invested in at the schools, to reach out to the next generation and pass on 

what has been given to them. It is a practical training ground where they 
begin exercising leadership, and cause meaningful change in communities. 

These homes provide at-risk youth with a sense of family, while meeting 
their basic needs of love, food, shelter, and guidance. 

Tim Kreutter explores the importance of intentionally in-
viting the Kingdom of God into our lives here on Earth 
and the idea that the Kingdom was always destined, by 
God, for our lives now.

Read more about the Jesus Gathering that took place 
in Entebbe, Uganda in July 2016. Participants from 
14 countries gathered in the name & spirit of Jesus.

JESUS GATHERING (P. 17) THOUGHTS FROM TIM



On a beautiful Friday morning, Leah who had just 
turned six, was found staring at the sky. Her dad asks 
her, “What are you looking at Leah?”. Leah respond-
ed, “I am looking at the Kingdom 
of God”. Her dad inquired, “Where 
is the Kingdom of God?”, to which 
Leah quickly responded and 
pointed to the sky, “It’s up there!” 
Throughout my life, I have heard 
this question posed many times, 
and many times I have heard the 
same answer Leah gave. Whether 
you are speaking with a child or 
an adult, they will tell you that the 
Kingdom of God is “up there”, in 
the sky. When I was young, I be-
lieved the same thing. I thought 
that the Kingdom of God was “up 
there” somewhere far out of our 
reach. But, as time goes on, I have 
come to realize that God is not ex-
clusive. He is not maintained like a 
well trimmed suburb that dictates 
rules about who can live where. 
His kingdom is here within us and 
around us. It is the little things we do that bear fruits 
of the Holy Spirit which are love, joy, peace, gentle-
ness, and self control. It is the little bits of love we 
give that allow Jesus’ love and light to fill the world. 

I am very proud of being a member of CLA because

 it is through CLA that I have experienced the king-
dom of God and its ability to be here on earth and 
not up there in the sky. Through serving others with-
out expectations, granting forgiveness, and receiv-
ing love from my dear friends who are the teachers, 
mentors and my fellow students, my eyes have been 
opened to the fact that we are playing a role of creat-

ing the Kingdom of God in our life on earth. My ad-
vice to each one of us, is to try to use the little things, 
the gifts that we have to bring the kingdom of God 
on earth and to live out Jesus’ vision.
By: Nebuman Loserian, Senior 6 Student  

Students participating in community work at CLA TZ

Students sorting rice together for 
graduation celebration

CORNERSTONE SCHOOLS
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CORNERSTONE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

TANZANIA
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        THE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY OF 

SOUTH SUDAN

LASS students meeting with 
teacher in between classes

When I was growing up in the thick of the bush 
of Rhino camps in Arua District, a place situated in 
Northwestern Uganda where Uganda, South Su-
dan, and Congo meet, I always assumed my life 
would end in refugee camps due to the persistent 
civil wars in my home country of South Sudan. Be-
ing a head boy during primary four, life seemed so 
good and I suddenly envisioned that life could be 
different for me. But, even with this vision, I never 
dreamed of the influence I could have on my coun-
try in later years. During high school, I lost my fa-
ther at a moment in which I needed him the most. 
All my hopes of life and a better future crashed. 
My mother was barely able to support the family 
on meals, let alone afford school fees for me and 
my siblings. However, little did I know, God had 
a better plan of hope and prosperity for me. God’s 
word came true in my life when I got a scholar-
ship to LASS. Attending LASS has given me a new 
appreciation for my country and an understand-
ing of how to begin to play a role in healing the 
poor leadership, tribalism, corruption,  nepotism, 
hatred, and constant civil wars. Friends, indeed it 
seems so slow, it seems so dark, so hopeless, and at 
some moments in my life I may have thought that 
it would be better to change my nationality than 
to begin the long road of bringing the Kingdom 
of God to South Sudan. But, now I am convinced 
that with the principles my friends and I have been 
transformed by while studying at LASS, Jesus will 
use us to bring Jesus centered leadership to South 
Sudan. I have come to believe that as followers of 
Jesus, as bearers of his vision for the world, we are 
a dim light that is shining amidst the thick dark-
ness in South Sudan. So, together, I believe we shall 
bring that change that South Sudan is longing for. 
We shall show South Sudan what it means to expe-
rience the Kingdom of God and the love of Jesus.  
By: Bakata Emmanuel Darius, Senior 6 Student

At LASS, I have served in many leadership posi-
tions. There is a saying, “to whom much is given, 
much is expected”. I took this to heart as I served in 

these positions. I recognized that it was not the ti-
tles that mattered, but what mattered was the way 
that Jesus shone through me in those roles, in the 
way I put my faith into action.  A Bible verse that is 
very important to me is Mark 16:5 when Jesus ex-
pressed the great commision, saying “Go into the 
world and proclaim the gospel to the whole cre-
ation”. This verse has pushed me toward the ser-
vant leadership and toward things that will make 
the world come closer to the vision Jesus had for 
it. During community work, we share Jesus’ mes-
sage of hope and love with suffering people. With 
a commitment to excellence and teamwork, we 
mobilize funds to support children and those suf-
fering in the community. We start by identifying 
disadvantaged kids in the community and invest 
in them by sponsoring them in school. Work like 
this, with kids, who are the people who God’s 
kingdom belongs to, delights me! As a team, we 
visited the kids in school and reached their guard-
ians, relatives, and shared with them the word 
of God, gave counseling and guidance to those 
in distress, taught them songs, games, cracked 
jokes, and had fun. These activities promote a 
strong bond of love, sharing, and fellowshipping 
as a united family in Jesus. Personally, I have seen 
the kingdom of God at work in my community in 
various ways. There is a sharing of material pos-
sessions like money and food, the sick are being 
healed, repentance is being done, forgiveness and 
reconciliation are being done, orphans are being 
cared for, counseling of the distressed is happen-
ing, all in the name and spirit of Jesus. Each mo-
ment I am serving others, living out Jesus’ vision, 
for the Kingdom of God to come here on earth. I 
treasure it and love that it is all part of life’s jour-
ney. By: Ajwok Mary Valentino, Senior 6 Student

Student presentations at 
LASS
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As followers of Jesus, we are aware that Jesus’ 
vision was that we would be instrumental in carry-
ing on his mission. When Jesus was teaching here 
on earth, he asked us to change our hearts for the 
Kingdom of God was near. We can infer from this 
that our purpose is to bring the Kingdom of God 
into the world. Since joining Cornerstone, I have 
come to understand that we all share a common 
DNA united by Jesus. God has created a story for 
all of us and it’s our job to simply listen and take up 
our roles. As a member of CLA boys, I have been 
blessed to take part in this race of life with my fel-
low brothers as we move along together in commu-
nity outreaches, missions, paying school fees for a 
few primary children, and more. I believe that the 
way we have been taught to carry ourselves, with 
the love of Jesus at our core, we will yield fruits of 
peace, fairness, justice, and equality for all. This is 
all cemented by reconciliation through Jesus that 
can powerfully break human alienation from God. 

Jesus’ vision is vital to a fulfilling life and we 
all deserve to embrace it in our hearts.  Jesus spent 
time with a very small group of disciples, believing 
that his radical message of love would spread. This 
is the same sort of love that is being put forward 
by Cornerstone Development and its programs. 
We are focusing on spreading the Kingdom of God 
through deeply loving a tight knit group of people. 
Being part of Cornerstone has personally turned my 
innermost being inside out. I’ve been refilled with 
hope, joy, love, transparency, and faith. I’ve learned 
how to value relationships despite any differences. 
I’ve learned how to play a role in bringing recon-

ciliation across divides with Jesus at the center of 
the healing. Everyday that passes, we need to be 
aware that we are making a difference in the world. 
This difference can be negative and harmful, or it 
can be positive and an instrument to bring in God’s 
Kingdom. We came from God, we belong to God, 
and we are going back to God, that is our destiny, 
the Kingdom of God.  By: Kaggwa Aggrey, CLA 
Boys, Senior 6 Student 

We are told that there is a moment when we re-
ceive Jesus as our Lord and Savior and that in that 
moment we have obtained all we need. But, I’ve 
learned that our salvation is a process of seeking 
Jesus and bearing the fruit that comes from practi-
cally living a life that reflects the principles Jesus 
taught. Currently, I am the Chairperson of the Stu-
dent Council at CLA Girls. Through living in the 
spirit of Jesus, I have been able to use this position 
of leadership as a way to serve others and live as an 
example of Jesus’ teachings. I believe that by doing 
this I am a tool for the expansion of his Kingdom. 
I believe it’s through serving with humility, love, 
and in unity with one another that this happens. 
I’ve learned that even in tough moments you can 
see God’s Kingdom. One evening last month, ev-
erything in my life crumbled upon hearing of the 
death of my beloved mother. But, one thing that 
comforted me was that she left this world with a 
legacy that reflects Jesus’ purpose for her. She lives 
on in the hearts of all she knew in the spirit of Je-
sus. This drives me to follow in her footsteps. Ev-
erything she did was in pursuit of expanding the 
Kingdom. I found peace of mind knowing that in 
Jesus there is eternity and once you accept that and 
begin to walk in relationship with Jesus, you will 
find that you begin to bear the fruits of the spirit, 
including self control, forbearance, love, joy, and 
kindness (Galatians 5:22). Living in the spirit of Je-
sus will allow your light to shine before men and 
through you then they may see a glimpse of the Fa-
ther in heaven (Matthew 5:16). By: Muhoza Esther, 
CLA Girls, Senior 5 Student
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When I think about the Kingdom of God, I 
imagine God as the King and all of us humans the 
princes and princesses. I started to wonder, what 
throughout history has stolen princes and prin-
cesses from God, our king? I discovered it is a lack 
of knowledge. As we see in Hosea 4:6, “my people 
have destroyed their lives from a lack of knowl-
edge”. But, it is not earthly knowledge I am talking 
about. I am talking about wisdom, Godly knowl-
edge. For example, someone who is lacking in 
knowledge will experience a problem and cast it off 
as an inconvenience. A wise, Jesus centered prince 
or princess of the Kingdom will look at a problem 
and cherish it for the lessons it has to teach us.
Many people view life as a struggle. I did too, 
but once I began experiencing God’s Kingdom 
in my life, I gained a zeal to read the word of Je-
sus and learn to live by it, love fellow men, and 
forgive those who have wronged me. These are 
such precious lessons to me! It requires commit-
ment to relate with God and fellow men and to 
live in the likeness of Jesus. Friends, the kingdom 
of God can’t be geographically demarcated be-
cause it can be experienced everywhere! It starts 
with developing love which extends across all di-
vides. Let us have love, show love and give it for 
the sake of extending the kingdom of our Creator.
By: Nabasa Naume, Senior 5 Student

When I was very young, I would hear my father 
accusing my mother of not contributing to the de-
velopment of the family. One day I woke up and 
found that my father had left us. No one in my fam-
ily knew why he left or where he had gone. Life 

became very hard for us. Some of my sisters even 
had to drop out of school. During high school, I 
had a particular friend who was very interested 
in learning more about my background. Upon 
telling him, he responded with Matthew 6:33, 
“Seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness and all these things will be added unto you”. 
This moment was very impactful because I began 
to understand that God offers the Kingdom of God 
and extends the love of Jesus to all of us. I began 
to love my father again, to forgive him for all the 
struggles we endured due to his leaving. I reframed 
many negative perceptions I had about him and be-
gan to see him through the eyes of Jesus. This gave 
me a peace of mind. I’ve discovered that a person 
can know the Kingdom of God just by looking at 
the movements of the Kingdom in their own life. 
After joining CLA-Rwanda, I interacted with 
a variety of teachings in a unique commu-
nity setting that helped me experience the 
existence of Godliness because of the unc
onditional love and forgiveness I experi-
enced. All of these instances have provided 
me with glimpses of the Kingdom and moti-
vate me to being a part of that Kingdom of God. 
By: Nsabiyumva Jean De Dieux, Senior 5 Student

Michael Timmis Jr. & Bailey Timmis visit CLA Rwanda

CORNERSTONE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

RWANDA

Senior 5 Girls in Class at CLA RW
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One of my favorite quotes is “be the change 
you wish to see in the world”. There are so many 
times when people want to change the world, but 
they do not understand that to do that, they must 
change themselves first. I believe that as Jesus calls 
us to spread the Kingdom of God, he also calls 
us to expand the Kingdom within ourselves. We 
must change our wrong attitudes about life and 
replace them with the love of Jesus. Everything in 
life comes down to the condition of our heart. The 
only way we will transform is by allowing our 
hearts to be captured by the message of Jesus. I 
am grateful for the time I have been able to spend 
in high school because it’s here that I came to be-
lieve that this land is holy ground and that Jesus 
places you in certain places at certain times with 
certain people to allow you to grow. This is where 
your heart will change. This holy ground, Ekitan-
gaala Ranch, provides the necessary conditions 
for character development, discipline, respect, a 
clear mind, leadership, and moral values. I believe 
that God is raising up a new generation of leaders. 
I have been changed positively and inspired by 
my teachers who do a great deal of work to mor-
ally support us. With their encouragement I have 
been taught to form a unique mission of transfor-
mation for my country. I have a dream that I will 
work for the government of Uganda when the 
right time comes. I believe that with the lessons I 
have learned at Ekitangaala, I will be able to bring 
the Kingdom of God to Uganda in a position of 
leadership. May God keep blessing Cornerstone. 
Because of the knowledge, skills, and values in-
stilled in us we are rising up to serve our nation. 
By: Luzige William Kuteesa, Senior 5 Student 

Growing up in the Acholi-in Village in Moroto 
District, it was common to have cattle raiders 
come during the rains, when you would not be 
able to hear them, to steal the cattle. Thinking of 
the gang of wrestlers of the Gie tribe that used to 
do this has always brought back terrible memories 
for me. As my early age of 11 years, I witnessed 
the Gie Group raiding  hundreds of cattle and kill-
ing mass numbers of people in my community. 
But, when I think of these hard times, I wonder 
how I can play a role in transforming the mindset 
of the inhabitants of these two societies. How can 
I play a role in reconciliation and positive change? 
It would have been simple for me to fall into anger 
and desire for revenge. However, with the guid-
ance I have received through discipleship lessons 
at Ekitangaala and the interactions I have had 
with a diverse group of people with diverse expe-
riences, I have decided I want to bring transforma-
tion to my home community. Uncle Tim once said, 
“Education alone is not an answer, for education 
informs the mind, but discipleship transforms the 
mind and heart.” I aim to transform the minds 
and hearts of those in my community in order to 
bring peace. Jesus told us that our role is to bring 
the good news of reconciliation to conflicting so-
cieties. In Matthew 18:9 we learn that God’s grace 
is sufficient enough for all of us, “Again I say to 
you that if two of you on earth agree on anything 
you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven.”Together, we can bring peace and rec-
onciliation, we can bring the Kingdom of God, to 
our communities. 
By: Hanna Flora, Senior 3 Student

CORNERSTONE SCHOOLS
Ekitangaala Transformation 

High School 

8 Student gathering at Head office Student dance performance

Boys at Ekitangaala T.H.S.
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Youth Corps Mentoring HomesYouth Corps Mentoring Homes
My name is Wako Brian and I’m so proud to share 
about the impact that Jesus has had on my life. I find 
myself in amazement of how great his love is for me. 
Throughout many struggles in my life, he has loved 
me unconditionally. I spent my childhood growing 
up in Cornerstone Youth Corps homes. I joined the 
homes at the age of 9 years after ending up on the 
streets due to the death of my mother. In the homes, I 
learned many things about Jesus. The mentors taught 
us the precepts and principles of Jesus and I learned 
about loving my neighbors as I would myself, treat-
ing others they way I’d like to be treated, being re-
spectful, responsible, and honest. The list is endless. 
It was in the homes that I began to recognize Jesus 
working in my life. He was opening doors for me: I 
started going to school, I knew what I would eat and 
drink, where to rest my head, and above all I received 
love from the mentors. During primary school, Jesus 
brought a man named Allan Shepherd into my life 
and I  view him as a father figure because he loved 
me as if I was his own son. He taught me how to be 
a man of Jesus. He showed me that Jesus had a plan 
for me and that He would provide the people and 
tools I needed to move forward. Since then, I have 
seen the path that Jesus has paved to allow me to get 
where I am today. I was awarded a scholarship to A-
level and I was given the opportunity to serve as the 
Assistant Manager of the Learning Center. I enjoyed 
this because I was able to share the love of Jesus with 
youth growing up in the homes that I once grew up 
in. I am able to tell them with confidence that they 
are not here by mistake; Jesus has a plan for their 
lives. I have been blessed to eat the fruits of the King-
dom of God and now I am blessed to spread the love 
and sweetness of the Kingdom to others.  By: Wako 
Brian, Makerere Home

Through living in the home, I have managed to 
achieve many things. My life has been changed be-
cause I have learned things including forgiveness, 
self-control, love and being patient. I have learned 
that we are all playing a part in the Kingdom of God 

and the Kingdom needs people who love each oth-
er as the commandment says: love your neighbor 
as yourself. We should all be living this out in or-
der to bring the Kingdom of God on earth. While in 
the home, I have also been involved with an orga-
nization called Young Life. I have learned to meet 
different people who do not know the love of Jesus 
and try to show them some of that love. I joined 
Young Life just for fun, but through YL and Cor-
nerstone have learned how to develop my talents 
and use them to show love to others. Through the 
lessons I have learned about Jesus, I have managed 
to listen well and have learned how to speak about 
the love of Jesus. I like to encourage others to never 
lose hope because Jesus is here to bless us, support 
us, guide us, comfort us, and sustain us. Jesus is the 
source of our transformation.  By: Kansiime Violet, 
Kyambogo Home

Youth Corps mentors at annual retreat

Gulu Girls studying for exams

Bukesa Boys have a
    dance competition
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Tuesday morning Ladies’ Fellowship with Head Office female employees & interns

Swahili Class at CLA TZ

Students at Leadership Academy of South Sudan

Ethiopian & Kenyan participants at 
Jesus Gathering

EKOSA Gathering



A Family of Friends!

Youth Corps girls preparing for traditional dance
Africa Youth Leadership Forum: Female

 Students Leaders’ Conference

Small Group meeting at 2016 Jesus Gathering Women’s Breakfast with Mary Cavin

Nancy & Mzee Timmis share a light 
moment with Uncle Tim at CLA TZ Youth Corps Kibuli boys at the Learning Center

Students at CLA TZ



COSA Dar Es Salaam 
Regional Gathering
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Sometimes we may feel that we don’t know our 
purpose in life. We can discover our place in the 
Kingdom of God, our role in bringing forth Jesus’ 
vision for a better world without discovering our 
identity in Jesus. Finding out who you are has never 
been a simple task. It is important to remember that 
of all you may define yourself by, the ultimate defi-
nition is that you are an heir to the Kingdom of God. 
This definition is what, over the years of my growth, 
I have recognized as a pivotal definition of who I am. 
The only quality that should ultimately characterize 
us is that we are sons and daughters of God, heirs 
to Jesus’ vision for the world. This fact transcends 
all other characteristics including race, occupation, 
physical characteristics, honors, and even religious 
affiliation. Wherever God has gracefully placed us, 
we have the choice to define ourselves, to choose 
to live by the temporary characteristics of our per-
sonality or by the eternal, Jesus-centered truths that 
define us. When we live by the characteristics that 
are temporary and trivial, we are not giving enough 
attention to our higher selves, to that which is the 
most important. We are not living out Jesus’ vision 
for the world. This eventually can lead us down the 
wrong path and hinder our eternal progress. Every-
one struggles to figure out who they truly are. In a 
world where everyone is seeking their identities, it’s 

important to recognize that nobody but you 
can define who you are. Be content and confident 

with who you are in Jesus, embrace your meaning-
ful core values and follow the pathway that shines 
with Jesus’ light as we invest in the Kingdom of 
God. When you do this, you will automatically live 
into Jesus’ purpose for your life.  By: Magoli Waziri, 
COSA III

My name is Barnaba Stephen, and after graduat-
ing from CLA Tanzania in 2013, and going through 
university I came back to CLA TZ to teach at the 
place that gave much to me. As a teacher, I see many 
opportunities to bring Jesus into the lives of the 
students. I do this not only through incorporating 
the scriptures into my teaching, but by also serving 
people in the community as Jesus did. With the stu-
dents, I show love to community members by in-
vesting in their education. I know that by helping 
these kids we are giving them hope and not only 
telling, but showing them the Kingdom of God. 
We are living out Jesus’ vision for a better world. 
We explore together the ways in which Jesus unites 
us and cuts across our faiths, uniting people of all 
faiths. I believe that I am an ambassador of change 
and reconciliation. In a position of leadership, I try 
to reflect the light of Jesus. I try to talk like Jesus, act 
like Jesus, live like Jesus. When you live this way, 
you don’t even have to speak about who you are, 
but your actions show the presence of Jesus in your 
life. Jesus once told us we have to make our light 
shine by loving one another and living a peaceful 
life together regardless of the differences we have. 
As a teacher at CLA, I attempt to set this example 
on a daily basis. The Kingdom of God is within me 
and I continue to try to reflect the life of Jesus and 
realize his vision for a better world. I want to leave 
a legacy in which people know that I spread the 
Kingdom of God, that I exemplified the teachings 
and vision of Jesus, that Jesus shone through me. 
By: Barnaba Stephen Mnyasi, COSA III

CORNERSTONE OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

COSA TZ Members Graduating
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After a few days of being a student at CLA, Jesus 
and his kingdom became a much more intentional 
part of my life. I was taught about the person of 
Jesus and that we should begin to seek his king-
dom and his righteousness in order to bring forth 
a better future (2 Corinthians 5:15). I believe that 
when I love others unconditionally and serve them 
wholeheartedly, I am advancing Jesus’ vision of the 
kingdom of God. I have learned that where there 
is love and service, the Kingdom of God is there. 
At the academy, my friends and I began reaching 
out to the community through an organization we 
called Builders of Hope in Africa (BHA). We began 
going into the com-
munities around the 
school and building 
houses for the vulner-
able members of the 
community. We raised 
money ourselves and 
paid for school fees 
and scholastic materi-
als for kids in the com-
munity. On the week-
ends, we invited kids 
to the academy and 
mentored them.For 
me, BHA was a practi-
cal way to live out the 
vision that Jesus had 
for the world. Through 
BHA we have sponsored over 65 kids, mentored 
over 250 every weekend, and we have been able to 
build hospitals, visit hospitals and prisons, plants 
trees, and harvest crops for people in the commu-
nity. Jesus’ simple vision for the world has tremen-
dously changed my life. Everyday, I see young 
people change, begin to love themselves and love 
and serve others. I know that this is Jesus work-
ing in order to fulfill his vision for the Kingdom of 
God coming to Earth. Again and again I have seen 
Jesus’ vision become a reality in our communities. 
People are seeing the light of Jesus through us. By: 
Saidi Twagirayezu, COSA III

My name is Jackie Mutoni and after completing 
high school at CLA Rwanda, I moved on to pur-
sue a Bachelor’s degree in Public Administration. 
Something that impacted me greatly while attend-
ing CLA were the discipleship and leadership 

classes. We studied how to live a Jesus centered 
life and how to become an effective leader. One 
lesson was about life goals and writing a person-
al mission statement. While learning this, I wrote 
mine: I aim to live a life with Jesus-like character 
that inspires my generation. This statement was 
inspired by Luke 12:48 that states, “To whom 

much is given, 
much is ex-
pected”. After 
g r a d u a t i n g 
high school, 
I volunteered 
as a mentor 
in a Christian 
organization, 
Edify Rwanda, 
whose mission 
is to improve 
Jesus-centered 
education in 
the developing 
world. In part-
nership with 
CLA, Edify 

uses CLA Curriculum for Jesus Transformation 
programs. This position served as a stepping stone 
for me to apply and practice the lessons I learned 
from CLA. I worked closely with young people, 
sharing with them about Jesus and life skills that 
could transform their lives. I have seen young 
people dedicating their lives to Jesus, discovering 
their potential, and taking leadership initiative. I 
consider myself blessed to be part of the Kingdom 
ministry in my generation. I am grateful to CLA 
for nurturing and empowering me into a woman 
with strong character and value.  I have a strong 
conviction that I am living a life that reflects the 
character of Jesus. In addition, I would encour-
age my generation to seek first the Kingdom of 
God which will in turn bring personal fulfillment.
By: Jackie Mutoni, COSA III

RWANDA
CORNERSTONE OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

COSA Rwanda New member induction

New COSA RW members
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          Enock Samuel, Buddo                  
 Secondary School

UGANDA
CORNERSTONE OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

In life, it’s common to ask your-
self, “What is my purpose on 
earth?”. Jesus helps us to answer 
this question and teaches us what 
it means to be a Kingdom minded 
person. In his teachings, He teach-
es us to “seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness”. 
God’s kingdom can be seen as 
the ultimate vision for mankind 
on earth. God created us for a 
purpose which is to love. A life 
of love is our primary purpose in 
the kingdom of God. In one of his 
teachings about the kingdom of 
God, Jesus speaks about the birds 
in the air and the wild flowers in 
the fields. I interpreted this par-
able as a calling to preserve God’s 
natural environment. In line with 
this parable, some students and 
I went to a remote landing site 
near Jinja, Uganda. We were able 
to plant trees in the area and were 
also able to build houses for the 
elderly people, women, and dis-
abled in the community.  The 
simple act brought  lasting joy to 
those who occupied the houses. In 
their joy, I felt that we had truly 
helped to spread God’s kingdom 
and love. This act of service was 
not only beneficial to the com-
munity members, but also to us 
as students. Their joy enriched 
our lives and most importantly 
the kingdom of God was fostered. 
Through various leadership po-
sitions, I came to realize that hu-
mility, showing love even in the 
slightest sense, instilling hope to 
the hopeless, and enriching the 
broken hearted are all profound 
and important facets in advancing 
the kingdom of God. This is God’s 
purpose and vision for our lives 
on earth. Jesus invites us to look 
closely at our lives and acknowl-
edge that God has the answers 
to our ultimate life questions. By: 
Sylvester Sabiti, COSA II 

Many people choose to live 

life within their comfort zone. 
They like to feel safe and se-

cure. But, it’s only when we step 
outside our comfort zone that 
we begin to make change in the 
world. I want to live a life that 
risks everything in order to help 
others. From a young age, I knew 
my passion centered around help-
ing others. I felt joy in mentoring 
younger people and seeing them 
achieve their dreams. After strug-
gling through financial hurdles to 
complete high school, I was given 
the biggest blessing of my life 
upon being welcomed into CLA. 
During orientation I formed a vi-
sion that still guides me today: to 
use my God given talents to help 
people become the best 
they can be. Without Cor-
nerstone, I would not be 
where I am today. It has al-
lowed me to practice step-
ping out of my comfort 
zone and bring the love of 
Jesus to youth in schools. 
My journey has just start-
ed. When you step out of 
your comfort zone, God 
will step in. Friends, God 
gave us an opportunity to 
become part of a move-
ment of leaders through 
Cornerstone, do not waste 
that chance. Each person 
carries potential within 
them that no one else can 
bring. Get out of your com-
fort zone and use your gift 
to help others. This is how 
we bring the Kingdom of 
God on earth. By: Okello 
Alex, COSA III

In my life I have been in 
many positions of leader-
ship and through these ex-
periences I’ve realized that being a 
leader for the purpose of creating 
a better community is what makes 
the challenges of leadership worth 
it. Leadership is a lifelong journey, 
one that must manifest internally 

and externally. You must internal-
ly build knowledge, wisdom, and 
freedom of expression while ex-
ternally gaining trust from those 
you are leading. I’ve realized that 
being a servant leader means be-
ing the one who is willing to step 
up in the face of problems. You 
must learn to love and embrace 
challenges as a part of leadership. 
It’s always been a dream of mine 
to be a great leader that would 
make a difference in my society. 
Sometimes this goal feels difficult 
to achieve, but I have come to be-
lieve that you should never lower 
your goals, but rather believe that 
with your Jesus-centered charac-
ter and God-given abilities, you 
can achieve anything. Thanks to 
CLA, I believe in myself and I be-
lieve in leading with a Jesus-cen-
tered mindset. I’ve held myself 

to my highest values in my vari-
ous positions of leadership and 
even now in leadership and Ky-
ambogo University. Being a Jesus 
centered leader allows me to play 
my part in the Kingdom of God.  
By: Sanyu Sharon, COSA II
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High-School Leadership Development
My name is Mwawula Enock Samuel, and my leader-
ship journey started when I was in Nursery school 
where I was appointed Head Boy. Since then, I have 
held numerous leadership posts. My interest in lead-
ership made me the first Senior 1 Prefect in Buddo S.S 
and I am now Head Prefect. I intend to run for Mem-

ber of Parliament in the future. 
HLD has had a great impact on 
me and I see a great change in 
my course of leadership. With 
great support from HLD men-
tors. I am more aware of who I 
am as a leader and the impact I 
have in the lives of the people 
I lead. I have been mentored to 
be proactive and to think of oth-
ers. I feel I am a more balanced 
leader, paying equal attention 
to my leadership, academics 
and spiritual life. I have learned 
how to prioritize, to be self-

driven and to use my influence to help and support 
the people I lead. I have learned to lead by example, 
as Jesus did. I not only ask others to do the work, 
but I involve myself in doing it too.This servant 
type of leadership, as embodied by Jesus, is effec-
tive and is what I seek to give to my community.

My name is Nasonko Victoria Mwesigwa, a senior 
five student at Makerere High School and I am the 
current Deputy Head Prefect. It’s a great privilege 
for me to be part of the HLD program.The program 
has connected me to many friends in and out of my 
school who love leadership. As a result of the les-
sons we have, I now find it easier to manage the stu-
dents and execute my duties. I do this with patience 
and responsibility. I have learned how to deal with 
people, which has made me a great bridge builder. 
Currently, both students and teachers look to me as 
the bridge between them. I have mastered my tem-
per and I think ahead before I do anything. I feel 
equipped with the ability to deal with all kinds of 

people with the aim 
of creating good and 
profitable relation-
ships. When I reflect 
on the life of Jesus, I 
see a lot of humility 
and compassion. As a 
leader, I try to be like 
him. I have humbled 
myself so I can deal 
with the people I lead 
effectively like Jesus 
did. I have a deep 
compassion for the 

people I lead, I earnestly seek to listen to their com-
plaints and challenges and together with them find 
solutions.

Above are 2 students out of the thousands we 
meet on a bi-weekly basis in 25 schools in Uganda. 
From their stories, we see a great transformation in 
their communities as a result of putting to practice 
the leadership principles shown in the life of Jesus. 
Their humility draws people to them. People trust 
them, believe them and confide in them. The ideals 
they practice are increasingly becoming attractive 
to others and setting them apart. As Jesus said in 
John 12:32 “and when I am lifted up, I will draw all 
men to myself”, the values these students practice 
draw this community to Jesus more and the king-
dom of God is seen at work. We see in the lives of 
these 2 students great personal transformation. It 
seems like Jesus as a leader is the new revolutionary 
message they encounter that changes the way they 
perceive leadership and how they practice it. They 
are more aware of the power they have as leaders 
to impact the communities they lead and they are 
more focused on using this influence positively. In 
these stories and in those of many student leaders 
we work with, we see leadership based on the life 
of Jesus as a significant way of bringing to life Jesus’ 
kingdom and his vision for the world. By: Enock 
Samuel, Victoria Mwesigwa,  & Nathan Onyango 

          Enock Samuel, Buddo                  
 Secondary School

Victoria Mwesiga, Makerere 
High School

HLD small group at St. Joseph’s College Layibi 



I joined Kenyatta University School of Law in 2010. 
Before that, I had stayed long without my family and 
had grown accustomed to doing things on my own. 
The rigor of campus life set in. I stayed far away 
from school and had to endure the Nairobi traffic ev-
ery morning. I would get to school early, just as the 
janitors started their work. I joined AYLF and was 
encouraged to share my story. As I spoke about my 
journey, I felt extensive relief. I felt that here, at AYLF, 
no one judged how imperfect my journey had been. 
I felt accepted, that I belonged. It was at AYLF that I 
met Gabriel, someone who has become a dear friend. 
We began what would become a long journey of 
friendship. As young campus friends, we lit bonfires 
and sang childhood songs through the night. I felt 
that after a long time of walking life alone, I had fi-
nally found a community, a family of friends to walk 
through life with. I would later run as President of 
the Student Council at the university. I tapped into 
my family for support and prayer. After a struggle, 
I won the election, and then, my fight started. The 
reality of office was rigorous. I was unprepared for 
the dynamic challenges I encountered each day and 
I realized I needed strength from friends.  Again, 
Gabriel was there. We held a lunch meeting every 
Wednesday. I am unsure, what he got from the meet-
ings, but he listened to my struggles, not offering any 
other help, just an ear. Speaking with Gabriel about 
the challenges I was facing, I realized that his lis-
tening allowed me to find the solutions in my own 
voice.Through friendships found in AYLF I have seen 
the example of Jesus. I am now part of a big family 
spreading across East Africa. I believe this is the way 
Jesus called us to live. This was his vision for com-
munity. By: Lone Felix, Former Student President Ke-
nyatta University, Kenya

We all have turning points in life. Mine was be-
ing introduced to AYLF. I was a student leader, the 
guild president of Uganda Christian University. 
AYLF’s principles of leadership, based on the person 
and principles of Jesus were life changing. Learning 

about Jesus’ leadership was the beginning of my 

journey to understand the kind of leader I want 
to be. The AYLF love, family of friends strategy, 
fun, and unity, despite the diversity and differ-
ences in culture and background, was another ex-
perience that challenged me to become the type 
of leader Jesus calls us to be. I was happy with 
how the group leaders merged our cultures, coun-
tries, backgrounds, and professions into one fam-
ily and circle of friends. I had never realized how 
powerful and influential meeting in small groups 
could be until this time. I thought that to influence 
things, I needed thousands of people to mobilize, 
but I found that Jesus had a small group of 12 that 
he started with, and through this small group 
his teaching spread to the world. I felt that AYLF 
provided me with a new mindset, new wisdom. 
Because of Jesus’ leadership principles I learned 
about in AYLF, I served as guild president with 
humility, dignity, and maturity. I formed a small 

group of friends and we committed to being a family 
of friends. We are like brothers and sisters, we know 
each other better than our own families, and we hold 
each other accountable. I learned of the importance 
of this group through the life of Jesus and it has 
become an important way for me to live out Jesus’ 
vision. AYLF teaches you the vision that Jesus has 
painted for the world, and it is up to us to live it out. 
I’ve learned of the power in starting small. By: Phil-
lip Baitwa, Uganda Christian University Mukono 

Africa Youth Leadership Forum

Recent AYLF gathering in Uganda

Uganda AYLF Gathering
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Uganda Jesus Gathering 2016
In July, Cornerstone held The Jesus Gathering Uganda with friends from 14 different nations gather-
ing, in the spirit of Jesus, to network, draw inspiration, and nurture relationships with others who are 
working in Youth Leadership Development around the world. With the belief that there is reconciling 
power in the person and principles of Jesus, participants gathered in small and large groups over the 
course of the week to discuss the impact of these principles in their work as well as their own lives. 
This was the fourth event of its kind on the African continent and its aim was  to inspire deeper knowl-
edge and insights about Jesus that would be utilized in youth mentoring work around the continent. 

“For me, this conference has been about love. I have not learned anything; but I have experienced 

love. People sponsor this because they have love. I appreciate that love and want to practice that 

love. When people see our love, they will meet Jesus.”-Charity, Malawi 

“There is one word I cannot forget, “Being Intentional” while seeking Jesus and loving each other. 

You don’t go and just make disciples, you must walk with Jesus.”-Frabrice, DR Congo

“I see now more than ever that small groups are a powerful method of discipleship.  I would like 

to develop core people in our work to champion small groups and make sure when people enter our 

programs, that they are being plugged in to a small group.”-Alfred, Uganda

All participants gather in 
main hall at Jesus Gathering
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The Kingdom of God
CONTINUED from page 20 (back cover)

the expression of that collective redemption. The en-
trance to the kingdom of God is by personal conver-
sion, but the nature of that kingdom is social.” 

Every transformational leader sees what is wrong 
with the world and proposes a better way. When Je-
sus launched his ‘manifesto’ he did so by reading a 
passage from Isaiah 61:1-2 – this incident is recorded 
in Luke 4:18-19.  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to preach good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the cap-
tives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at lib-
erty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the accept-
able year of the Lord. E. Stanley Jones called this the 
“Nazareth Manifesto” and it shows that the coming 
of God’s kingdom was meant to transform all areas of 
humanity: He said it was an agenda  that  had 
6 points which we are called to carry on: 
1. Good news to the poor- the eco-
nomically alienated. 
2. Release to the captives- the so-
cially and politically alienated. 
3. The opening of the eyes of the 
blind- the physically alienated. 
4. The setting at liberty the 
bruised- the morally and spiri-
tually alienated. 
5. The Lord’s year of Jubilee- that 
is a new beginning on a global 
scale. 
6. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me- this 
is the dynamic behind it all.

The Big Picture
Brian McLaren’s book, “The Secret Message of Je-
sus” is about Jesus’ vision in regards to the com-
ing of the kingdom of God. He makes this bold 
statement: “Jesus did not come to start a reli-
gion. He came to start a revolution of love that 
would give birth to a new world.” He writes:  
“A new day is coming- a new earth, a new world 
order, a new reality, a new realm – in short a new 
kingdom. In that new reality, the poor and rejected 
will be embraced and brought back into the com-
munity. In that new era, what will count is what is 
in the heart – not merely what is pretended or pro-
fessed. In that new realm evil in all its forms will be 
exposed, named and dealt with. In that new king-
dom - justice, integrity and peace will overcome.” 
This kind of “big picture” description of Jesus’ has 
greatly influenced my own life and work. Today, I 
often tell the young leaders in our East Africa move-

ment, the underlying foundation of our work is 

to promote in the people and societies of this re-
gion the values embodied in Jesus’ conception of 
the “kingdom of God coming on earth.” These are 
values such as harmony, reconciliation, unity, order, 
justice, wholeness and the kind of personal trans-
formation that leads toward social transformation.

Of course with all of us there are times we wonder: 
“Is this for real? Can we realistically believe that 
the coming of a better world is even remotely pos-
sible? It’s become common these days for people to 
be cynical about the current world state of affairs 
and believe that things are only going to get worse.  

Perhaps, one of the most radical things we can do is 
just to keep believing something like the Kingdom 
of God coming on earth is even possible. Maybe this 
is why Jesus in the gospel of John 6:29 – said that 
the primary work of God is essentially: “To believe.”
We read in our scriptures that in the final analysis: “The 

kingdom of the world has become the king-
dom of the Lord…and he will reign forev-

er and ever” (Rev. 11:15). But, the hard 
work is still to believe! If you believe 

you will do something about it. If 
you don’t – you will not even try.

Ok, I claim no special knowl-
edge of how we are ever going 
to get from where we are now 
to that better world! I only know 

that Jesus asked us to keep pro-
claiming the “good news of the 

kingdom coming”…instead of the 
bad news we hear about every day. 

And, to keep on doing what we can to-
wards furthering the coming of that kingdom 

- in our generation and within our circle of influence. 

I also like Brian McLaren’s perspective that during 
the time of Jesus there were four main categories of 
Jews that had issues with Jesus’ style of Messiah-
ship, because it did not quite conform to any of their 
expectations about how the kingdom of God would 
take shape. Instead, he announced “a Way” that chal-
lenged them all. Today we have groups who seem to be 
similar to these four groups in their various outlooks:
1. The Zealots – These are those who wanted to 
launch violent revolution in order to capture power. 
They want a rebellion. They feel if you don’t take this 
approach you must be cowardly, weak and passive.
2. The Herodians – These are those who just go 
along with the secular society. The status quo – they 
felt the Romans were too powerful so just play the 
game and adopt their values. The same exists today, 
many followers of Jesus – are just content with being 
part of society like everyone else, enjoying life and 
not working for the realization of any higher ideals. 

“Jesus did 
not come to 

start a religion. He 
came to start a revo-
lution of love that 
would give birth to

 a new world.”
-Brian McLaren
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They say “My country right or wrong.”  Or, they ac-
cept everything that their political party says with-
out weighing it against the values of Jesus.
3. The Pharisees – These are those who are very legal-
istic and practice religiosity. They think spirituality is 
a matter of keeping rules and regulations. They have 
no inner life, their faith is based on obeying external 
authorities and practicing religious rituals. They be-
come preoccupied with trying to keep ‘correct’ reli-
gious rituals, rules, doctrines and regulations.
4. The Essenes – These are those who withdrew 
completely from society to live in the desert. They 
said the whole system is dirty and corrupt so let’s 
have nothing to do with it. Today these would be 
those who say our world - its politics and business, 
is a dirty game and there is no point in going in there 
to make a difference. So just hunker down and stay 
separate from it all.

Kingdom People
But, ‘Jesus people’ or ‘Kingdom people’ have a dif-
ferent approach: 
1.First, unlike the Zealots they do not embrace vio-
lence as a means for change.
2. Second, unlike the Herodians they do not just behave 
like everyone else is behaving in the broader society 
– they challenge its values and live by higher ideals. 
3.Thirdly, unlike the Pharisees they know that spiritu-
ality is not just about “do’s and don’ts” – they cultivate 
an inner prayer life and internalize higher principles.  
4. Lastly, unlike the Essenes, they know they are sup-
posed to be the salt and light of the world. They try liter-
ally to: “Go into all the World” (as Jesus commanded) -  
with new values – even if at times, like Jesus, they are 
accused of mixing with “the wrong kind of people.”

As we seek to share and live out the message of the 
king and kingdom, there will be change. But it’s 
largely a silent revolution – like the four metaphors 
that Jesus used for how his movement would spread: 
the yeast, the salt, the light and the good seed sown 
in with the bad – they all do their work quietly and 
almost imperceptibly. It first begins within us – with 
personal transformation – but it’s meant to spread. 
The allegiance to Jesus and his ways is going to bring 
about social and political change until: …one day 
“every knee will bow, every tongue confess.’ In other 
words, one day, there will be the recognition that the 
message and ways of Jesus are supreme.  

Well, how does all this apply to our lives here and 
now? How should we live life in light of this? The hard 
thing for us all is to balance these lofty concepts with 
the realities of practical survival and the challenges 
of work and family. At times I have been criticized 
as being too idealistic and spiritually minded when I 
talk about these concepts. I know…people need jobs, 
they need school fees for their children, they need rent 

money and some need food.  What about that? I 
can only point to Jesus’promise in Matthew 6:33. 
“...do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ … 
‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after 
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them. But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.”
Notice, it doesn’t say that you seek “only” the 
kingdom, you also have work hard to attend to 
the practical pursuits of life. But, “seeking first 
the kingdom” means making sure the main focus 
of your life is about furthering the transforma-
tional influence of Jesus’ values and spirit into our 
world. It’s really anything that we do intentional-
ly that adds value, like: reducing the suffering and 
alienation in our world, creating jobs, providing a 
service, bringing order to our community, bring-
ing joy and hope to people, expressing kindness 
to all unconditionally and teaching others about 
the way of Jesus. So, this is how I understood Je-
sus’ promise in Matthew 6:33: “If the coming of 
the kingdom into our world is the ultimate agenda 
of the Universe and you seriously seek to live ev-
ery day in alignment with, and committed to - that 
vision, why wouldn’t the Universe support you??  
All, I can say is that it has proved true in my own 
experience over the past 30 plus years. 

Conclusion
In closing,  I would like to define the “kingdom of 
God” as having two major parts:
1. It’s the spiritual, inner experience of waking up 
to, being aware of, and being more present to: the 
greater, divine reality right now, in which ‘we live, 
and move and have our being.” 
2. It’s the total transformation of our world that 
must come via the practical out-working of trans-
formed lives expressing attitudes, values and ac-
tions in alignment with the greater, divine reality 
-whose prime qualities are love, joy and peace.

Seeing it from this perspective, the kingdom of God 
is already available to us in the here and the now. 
But most of the time we are not available to it. You 
don’t have to die to enter it. In fact, only those who 
are really alive – will do so. Individually, our work 
is to become more aware of, and present to, the di-
vine reality: in which we live, and move and have 
our being. In every single encounter of every day, 
we have the power to heal and transform the ways 
we relate to one another. As we are changed, we will 
collectively change our world – bringing it more into 
alignment with the kingdom of God.
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Thoughts from Tim

The Big Vision of Jesus: The Kingdom of God 
Breaking Into Our World

At the age of 19, when I was developing a greater 
interest in spiritual matters, one the most popular 
Christian books at the time was: “The Late Great Plan-
et Earth.” It was predicting a soon to be - end of the 
world. I was reading this book on a short drive from 
Kenya to Congo, going home to visit my family after 
a couple of years of university studies in the US. The 
man in whose car I was traveling was a wise, el-
derly missionary friend to our family. 

He told me even when 
he was my age such 
books existed, but 
he now realized he 
had wasted much 
time worrying 
and speculat-
ing about things 
that never hap-
pened. His coun-
sel to me was:  
“Live your life 
in such a way that 
you are ready to go 
at anytime – but focus 
on investing your time and 
energies towards a greater mani-
festation of God’s kingdom into our world.”Any fair 
analysis of the four Gospels concludes that the “king-
dom of God” was the main theme of Jesus’ teaching. 
In those four books that capture his teachings and 
mission, the term “kingdom of God” or it’s equiva-
lent (kingdom of Heaven), occurs about 100 times.

Jesus’ Message on the Kingdom of God
1. It was the central theme when he began his public 
campaign:  “Change your hearts and minds (repent) 
for the greater, divine reality (the kingdom of God) is 
now breaking into your world (is at hand).” Mk1:15, 
2. It was one of the main reasons for which he came 
to earth:  “I must preach the  good news of the king-
dom of God to the other towns as well, because that 
is why I was sent.” Luke 4:34 
3. Just about all of the parables that he taught were 
about the kingdom of God.  
4. It was the last theme he spoke on – for 40 days!  
Acts 1:3

5.And, in the Lord’s Prayer – it’s actu-
ally the central point: “Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.”   
As followers of Jesus, somewhere along the line we 
lost this emphasis of Jesus. The emphasis seems to 
have shifted mostly towards making sure we are go-
ing to go to heaven. Of course this is something we 

all hope for - but it’s not the complete message of 
Jesus.  His message was not just “Re-

pent,” but “Repent for the king-
dom of God is at hand.”  

It was in the writings 
of E. Stanley Jones 
that I found a bal-
ance between the 
concern for one’s 
eternal destiny 
with directly en-
gaging in address-
ing the critical is-

sues of our world 
today. Jones worked 

in India during the 
early 1900’s and was a 

friend to Gandhi. (Martin 
Luther King, Jr. said it was E. Stan-

ley Jones’s biography of Gandhi that inspired him 
to align his whole campaign towards non-violence.) 
Jones was also a close friend to Abram Vereidi who 
started the Prayer Breakfast movement. And, Verie-
di was a mentor to one of my mentors - Doug Coe.  

During his day, E. Stanley Jones challenged the pre-
vailing mentality among churches that the Kingdom 
of God was still essentially personal, individualis-
tic and separate from the social context of human 
development. He also challenged the secular view 
of the day that Communism could bring heaven 
on earth – after he visited the Soviet Union and 
observed what they were trying to do there.  He 
tirelessly advanced the idea that followers of Je-
sus were obligated to seek, not only their personal 
redemption but the redemption of all of society:
“Jesus believed in life and its redemption. Not only 
was the soul to be saved - the whole of life was to be 
redeemed. The kingdom of God coming on earth is 

   The Kingdom of God


